|l nterl ude 1 n t he

Justin walked over to Carri
you going to welcome me home &

She sighed. OMust you per
going?ao0

Hi s eyes widened. g Xrmngé r e
this room. I took that as an
oOnly for the month | dm rec
OYoudll spend the rest of 'y

The fact that he seemed so sure of himself made her that
much more deterimed to prove him wrong. She crossed her
arms and glared at him.

He ignored her open rebellion. He gently took her by the
el bow to | ead her to the couct
ONo. 6 She didndt budge.

To her surprise, he picked her up in his arrdssah
down. He held her close to him and sat her on his lap. She was
too shocked to react in time to stop him from kissing her neck.

She pushed aside the delightful sensations his kissing
produced and quickly stood back up.

He had amazing reflexesliergrabbed her hand and said,
ol f you donodt sit by me, I 61 |
could go upstairs and make sul
mont h. 6

She loudly sighed so he would understand how much this
pained her and plopped next tmlon the couch.

He chuckl ed. ONow t hat wWa S
She refused to | ook at hi m
her . She woul dnot fall i n | o
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The Cold Wife

Chapter One
X3

August 1894

Carrie Allen took a deep breath and sat down on the couch in the

parlor next to Brad, her twin brother. She knew their father was
about to give them bad news. She glanced at Brad who shook his
head. He appeared just as shocked as shatthsitifather had
called the into the room. Their fathaat in the chaiacross
fromthemwithas er i ous | ook on his f:
hear what he would say next b
She was aware of the ticking of the grametfatock in the corner
of the room as she waited for him to speak.

O0Brad,t KCiagriiendt easy to s
0l dm bankrupt. o

oWhat 2?6 She coul dndt belieyv

OMy business crumbled, 6 he
money,andmynvest ments werendt enol

She had a hard time understanding how his tax consulting
business went bankrupt when he had just experienced a huge
profit earlier that year.
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He | ooked at Br ad. 0At | e
cd l ege, and your investments a

Carrie knew that Brad found little consolation in that fact.
Brad didnodt want to see their
she did.

ol can help you get back o
canf nd a way to get your busine

He shook his head. ol app
reputation has been destroyed
how, but it has. No one will
turnedtohero Car r i e, I have to make
be secure so | have arranged a marriage between you and Just
Monr oe. He is wealthy and wil

She panicked. oWhy woul d
anoffertoletHari son court me. o

ol dm sorry, Carri e. I kno

getting to know Harrison but F
you unless | provide his son with a sizable dowry on your behalf,

and | candt do that. sdon ds a d
possi bl e. I 61 | be | osing the
to wait. | discussed the mat:t
been arranged. You wi ||l mar ry
oOoBut .. .but thatds three da
make sense of everything her father was telling her.
ol know itdés a shock. d He

something else | could do, but | have to make sure that you will
be able to enjoy the same standard of living you are accustomec
to. o

o0No, y ohua viceontéot do t hat. 6 H
sought out another solution.
we have had. | can find a job. There are women in our town who
wor k. o

OEven i f we did that, t her
you. His father is termined that he will marry a wealthy young
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lady. Besides, if you worked, then word would get out that you
have no money, a n dvhotwhl berwallingatd e n ¢
marry a twentfour-yearo | d woman without mc

oLet me work, 0l Ishpuliinsmgt e

|l 6ve had sufficient schooling
because |1 dm a woman, it shoul
empl oyment . I dondt care if
certainly beat marriage to a man shéyhandw.
oYou wi || not be happy as &
0l should be the one to dec
He sighed. o0l hadnoét consi
this marriage. | dve already 1

Justin is looking for a wife who has edg@putation. The news

of my bankruptcy will be well hidden so no one knows the truth.

Neither Mr. Monre nor | wish for anyorte know the reason for

the sudden marriage. The official word is that his uncle and |

agreed to this arrangement becauseder for Justin to receive

his trust fund when he turns twefitye, he must marry. Justin is

aware of the arrangement and v
She glanced at Brad who looked as overwhelmed as she

felt, but at | east h eriage avghn 0 t
someone she thought was more boring than watching grass grow.

Brad finally spoke. oYou
friends. I think a marriage ¢

0Justinds a good man, 6 the
you happy. o

OWhy would he agree to mar |
dondt even know each other. o6

OApparently, heds quite tak

ol find that hard to beli ey

She could barely recall the times when she did see him.
She knew he attended many éirparties. She had occasionally
said hello to m but that was the extent of their conversations
She had overheard him talking with her brother and his topics of



Ruth Ann Nordin

i nterest di dnot seem to stray
even sure he knew howwlt k about anything
imagine that they had anything in common. She and Harrison
were much better suited for one another.

Her father | ooked sympat he

spinsterds | ife for you. avel't
made an excellent choice for Yy
Brad turned to her. oJusti
chance. He actually has a goc
oOnly to someone who under
jokes he tells, 6 she stridigulouse d .
anal ogies | 6ve ever heard. H
horse. ¢
oltds true that heds not t
but he is a good friend He ¢
oOWhen?6
oLots of times.m Xoy @quseént
0The only reason he accept e
t wo get along. o
Their father interrupted t
than Harrison. Harrison may

He will ultimately concern himself twitvhat he wants, and
though he might want you today, who can tell what he will want in
the future? Marriage is a cor
She groaned. OBut there st
0 L o v &decisien a person makes. Justin understands
that. He is determined to be the kind of husband that will bless

you. 0

OYoudre confining me to a

ol &l I have to arrange some
chance to talk. Perhaps you
fear . o

The kna in her stomach tensed. Her entire world was
crumbling down around her and
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fought the tears that wel |l ed
excused?0o0
oYes, you may, 6 her father

She walked to her bedroom and shetdoor behind her
so no one would see her crying. Of all things for her father to tell
her, this was the last thing she expected to hear. She looked at he
many elegant dresses, skirts and shirts hanging in her large close
Her large bed had a beautlacy purple canopy above it, and her
jewelry sat neatly in her jewelry box. She loved all her
possessions. She enjoyed the things that money could buy. Bu
she didnot | ov e M. Menme. eWhat gapdh t
were thingsf she was goingtbe mi ser abl e?
imagine that he would have anything of interest to say to her.

She sat on her bed and ran her hands over the soft purple
comforter. She used to take comfort in her bedroom, but as she
slowly absorbed everything that was abaut happen, sh
find peace in her heart. She
her own decisions. Why did she have to be at the mercy of her
fat her s wieadshhteass?rom h8rreyes.

She caught a glimpse of her reflection in th®@mover
her large oak dresser. Her dark brown hair fell in soft curls to her
shoulders. She had deep brown eyes and was of average heigl
and build. Nothingi absolutely nothirigabout her stuck out.

She was justrdinary. No wonder her father felt hiead to
arrange a marriage for.her

After she cried for a good hour, sfes exhausted and fell
asleep.

*k%k

She refused to go to breakfast or lunch the next day. She staye
in her bedroom. It was Thursday. In two dslys would be
Mrs. Justin MonroeShe gagged at the thought.

A light tapping on her door brought her out of her misery.

5



Ruth Ann Nordin

oCarrie, may | talk to you?-
She sighed and decided to open the door. She was
relieved to see that her brot

feel like seeing her father who arranged the horrible marriage for
her.

Brad closed the door behind him and sat in the chair
across from the bed where she
marrying Justin displease you

OYou know why, & antbd saiad d
even talking to him. How can | be expected to marry him? You
enjoy those boring investment conversat®rss nat ur al |
thrilled that heds marrying me

OHe doesndt |just tal k abou
interestsas well. He enjoys the theater, dinner parties, animals,
and the beach. You share the same faith and financial
background. 0o

OMoney would certainly do

Fat her stil]l had some, I wo ul
may think b & s fun but I dondot .
entertaining.o

0OYoudve only talked to Har |
of ficially courted. ¢

OTrue but | did have fun t &

0Give Justin a chance. Ma
much funtalking o Justin as you do t al

0Obviously, we dono6t agree

ol assure you that heds g
Harrison would. o6

0l tds easy for you to say t
hi m. 6

ol &m your byroout teor .b e Ih awapnyt.

She knew he meant well but
her situation since he wasnot

someone. He was granted the ability to work, and since he was ¢
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man, he was free to marry whoeveewanted and wherezvhe
wanted Women were not granted the same privilege. Sometimes
she resented the fact that she was born a woman. If she had bee!
a man, then she would have freedom.

o | got a chance to speak w
began, oOandohkhefg hotwaltdytb me
She didndt hi de her di sgus

know me. ¢

ONo but he knows me. He i
town, and face it, you are a very nice person. You do a lot of
good for others. He figures that yeill make a good wife and
mother. And he is a very influeat man with a gooeputation
that is just as impressive as yours. You will make a good match
both publicly and privately. 6

oThat is a matter of opinic
0l tds astfaaxcd . @ piskbemethiighl enuse
warn you about before | | eave.
She frowned. She already c
0Justinds wuncle has arrang
Justin to announce your engagement before our family and
friends, 6 hei snfonmgdt hat . se vt
oWhat ?6 she shrieked.
0Justinds wuncle and Father
We will be going to Justinds [
OAnd if | dondt feel i ke ¢
oPl ease donoét do this, Car |
made afoolofih r ont of everyone. 6

She narrowed her eyes at h
married to me? He hopes | wil

oONo. But you wil |l humi | i a
tonight. ¢

She gritted her teeth in aggravatin.choice. Not oa
single person was giving her a choice in any of this! And she
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hated it. Somehow, someway, she had to find a way out of this
marriage.
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Chapter Two
&

Later that afternoon, she reluctantly bathed and got dressed for

the dinner party since herath made it <c¢cl ear t
a choice in the matter. She combed her hair and pulled it back
with a popular hair clip that matched the black dress she had
picked to wear for the evening. She intentionally wore it because
she felt as if she waseatling the wake before her funeral, which
she considered her marriage to be.

Her father wasndt amused wi
acting inappropriately. Thi s

OFor you perhaps, but it | s

Her brotherlooked like he wanted to comment so she
glared at him. He immediately shut his mouth. He knew when it
was time to be quiet.

0Go change, 6 her father orc

a |l ot of color. o

The doorbell chi med. wHot w;
would drive them to his house in his stagecoach.

He groaned. oOYou timed thi
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She crossed her arms and
though this whole arrangement

ol can only hope the Lord
thh nking. 6 He sighed. ovVery we

She slowly followed the two men out of the house and to
the stagecoach.

0Good evening,o6 the driver
Franklin Jones. 6 Turni mg,Iwillo he
be your persondir i ver . 6

She simply nodded and entered the stagecoach with her
family.

o0oYou see, Carrie, 6 her f a
treating you very well .o

In two days, my entire life is going to\idticapartd about
personatirivers when she wasdel the basic freedom to choose
her own spouse? She closed her eyes, determined that sh

woul dndt burst into tears.
After the driver started the stagecoach, her father
continued, ol want you to be

not disgrace meandyr br ot her by acting
one thing for you to act this way at hpme | will not tolerate
such behavior in front of ot he
0 Wh at wi || you do if I am
someone | candt stand?d she st
0OYou dokrbdw elviem. How can vy
0The very fact t hat I dond
shoul dnét marry him. o
ol f you were to marry Har
mi serable before the first ye
common with him as yotibk you do. | know you think he
woul d make you happy but youbd
attraction and excitement. o
oBoth of which Justin sorel

10
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Her father closed his eyes. She knew he was praying
because his mouthsva movi ng t hough she c
was saying.

ol s Mr. Monroe really an i
suddenly asked as an idea formed in her mind.

Her father and brother seemed shocked at her question.

oYes, 6 her father said

OAmM | gai rmg cthmange to speak
she further inquired.
00Of <course. ltds only rig

to one another. o

She nodded. Then she would do just that. Perhaps she
would be able to reason with Justin. Surely, he would anderst
why it was a bad idea for them to marry each other. Seeing as
how he had as much to lose as she did in the marriage, it made
sense that he would listen to her. She felt much better now that
this course of action was set. Once she spoke with hiroylde

tell her fat her and his uncl €
happen, and shedd be free to
loved.
oOWhat are you planning?6 Br
0l dm goi ng shereplied.| k t o hi m, ¢
He didndt | ook convinced.
oONow Brad, donodt assume th
their father admonished.
oOoHow am | going to get to

hi m6 she asked Brad.

0 Wh at are you going t o t
wondered.

o | bel i eve t hat wi | [Kuturéd e l
husband. ¢ There was no way S
information to him.

11
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o0oBrad, some things are pri\
think i1itds a good sign that s
being forced to. 6

Though her brother kept @t she could tell that he

didndt trust her. She didnodt
so well. She decided she would find a way to avoid him during
the evening, which wasnodt S0

took center stage while she hedein the background and
watched others around her. Except, tonight she would be of
particular interest to the people there since she was the fiancée o
the host.

When they arrived at his tstory home, she groaned. A
lot of people were there. Evergonvould know of the
engagement after tonight. The YioginiaAugust air seemed to
push down on her, making it hard for her to breathe. She
suddenly felt like a cagmaimal. She could only hope Jusas
as reasonable as her father and brother dlaime

She had never seen his house before. It was in a
neighborhood with similar éwstory houses, and it was just as
immaculate and beautiful as the rest of them. It was light blue and
there was a light blue picket fence to match it. A sidewalk led to
the front door. The lawn was a beautiful shade of medium green,
and two large oak trees decorated the front yard. Obviously,
someone in Justinds position |
And | just happen to be another addition to his impségsive ho
bitterly thought.

oYoudl I enjoy I|living here,
one of the nicest homes in Virginia. It has six bedrooms, three
bathrooms, two parlors, an entertainment room, a large kitchen
and dining room, a basement, and a langmdaout back that
overlooks a goesized lawn. He has a butler, two cooks, a maid,
and a stagecoach driver. He plans to hire another stagecoact
driver so Franklin can be at your beck and call. He is generous
and will provide you with everything yousvh . 6

12
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She hoped that included a way out of the marriage.

She followed her father and brother out of the stagecoach
and into the house. If his house had looked impressive on the
outside, it was not nearly as gorgeous as the inside. There wer
three benlges in the hallway. Two benches were on the left and
one was on the right. Some guests were seated on the benche:
The entertainment room was to the immediate left, and she could
see the large circular room where half the guests danced to the
music thathe live orchestra was playing. There was a staircase on
her right that led to the top floor. The hallway on the main floor
led to a parlor on the left and the right. The hallway ended at a
door that led to a large dining roofithe dining room hafilench
doors that led to the veranda where some people stood around
and spoke to each other. There were several round tables anc
chairs on the veranda too.

Justin Monroe stood by the french doors talking to one of
the chefs. He motioned to the dining table He wasnod
looking man. He was clean shaven with medium wavy brown hair
and green eyes. He was 5'8" and slender. He maintained himse
with an air of confidence that made him appealing. He seemed
very secure with hitwmnakéHHimlook He
good. Surely, he would see tF

She took a deep breath as she scanned the people arounc
her. She recognized most of them. She noticed that Harrison
wasndt there. She wasndt sur

oJul i e Mwarsye nfdf are here, ¢
her.

She looked to whele motioned and saw her two closest
friends in the corner of the entertainment room. They sat on one
of the sofas. She and her friends usually sat to the side at thes:
dinner parties and feemostly to themselves. It was Brad and his
friends who dominated the room.

13
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0Good evening, 6 Justinds b
is Geoffrey Crow. | look forward to serving you in the future,
Mi ss Al Il en. Mr . Monroe i s eac

lhope you wondot h &heesmiled saisler
thank you, and followed her father and brother further into the
house.

owi Il you follow me?06 Geoff

She sighed. Did she have a choice? From the look on her
fat her 6s tacesl shb knew that thé answer to that
guestion was a resounding no. She reluctantly let the butler leac
her to Justin who was still talking with the chef. She noted that he
wore a dark blue suit. he wore black, we would match.

As the butler leftshe glanced back at her father who
nodded encouragingly to her. Her brother was already talking to
some of his friends in the entertainment room.

o0Jim put sal t instead of !
complained to Justin. 0So0 t he

0ls there anything el se ir
dessert?d6 Justin wondered.

OWe might have enough ingre

0Go ahead and make that the

oSir, | dondét wish to be di
Jim on the payroll ?56

Justintook a moment before answering the head chef.
oLoui s, I understand your fru
here for three days. He has no experience and is a bit clumsy bu
he does have a | ot of moti vat

mi stakes. 6
oThe wedding will be a disaster if you let him prepare
anything. o
OPerhaps we should have hir
oOHe has a tendency to br eak
0Then have him set out napk
Louis grumbled but nodded and returned to the kitchen.

14
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Carrie noticed that the backyard was lit up with torches,
and there were tables and chairs set up for the guests who wishe:
to eat outside. The dining room table was meant to seat twenty
people, and there were more than twenty people at the house. It
onlymade sense that allowances were made for the extra people.

Justin turned his attenti or
6s a pleasure to see you, O
is evening.?o

They didndt even know namach
first name basis. What was her father thinking in arranging this
marriage? She could only hope that Justin would listen to reason.

0 Mr . Monroe, 6 she began, 0
that we must discuss. o

He seemed concernedi d§yi heo

it
t h

0Sir,6 a maid called out as
for interrupting, madam, 6 she
Justin, she continued, 0 Mr . H
They are disrupting some of tF
He frowned.0 | 6 | | be right there.

The maid nodded and ran off to take care of another
matter.

ol dm sorry, Mi ss All en. M
get along but | had to invite both of them. Can we discuss
whaevei s on your mind after dinn

OYse, 6 she reluctantly agree

oThank you. o

She rolled her eyes as he ran to one of the parlors where
the two men were shouting. She noticed that several guests hac
stopped talking to stare at the argument. She passed by the parlol
aware that Justin wealmly talking to the two men, and walked
into the entertainment room where she saw her friends still sitting
on the couch.

0Good evening, Julie and M;
the chair across from them.

15
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0Good evening, CaroWe. bhaiMar
idea you were entertaining ror

o0l dm not. My father and hi

OReal l y? Why?06 Julie askec

oYou promise not to tell a
She knew she could trust therkeéep her secret.

They nodded.

She quickly made sure no one was listening to them before
she said, oOFather went bankru
marry Mr. Monroe since heds ri

Marybds eyes grew wide. oAl

and hs uncle arranged the match. No one knows exactly why.
We assumed it was because your father and his uncle get alon

very well . 6
oYes. They are friends. o
ol Bmrry to hear about t he
replied.

0 What a dreadf ul foMtr e, Mo dhu
dull . o6

0l dm hoping héel lenlgagemenb
said ol t |l ooks Iike | wonot k
di nner . o

oThat would be a blmeariageis g i
wrong, 6 Mary 1éVempadnhdbud df or ced
someone against our wil/ I t ¢

OHow is Harrison taking the

ol dondt know. I havenot |
I know is that his fatihcehe i s
wishes for him to marry a woman who comes with a dowry. Since
my father is going bankrupt, I

0l wondeg tilHfe hsarme ewa yo Rde rMha

he would be interested in courting you anyway. After all, he did
jug ask to court you.©o6

16
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She shrugged. ol dondt kn
engagement . Though | hope | ¢
wi | | do. My father surely 1is

adores the man. o

o0What f at he confinehisldalghtertsahman o
t hat she doesndt want ?0

00One who wants his daughter

0 What i f you and Harrison
romantic?dé6 Mary mused.
ol t woul d be foolish, 6 Ju

disowned by higather and Carrie would be as poor as she is
now. 0

oBut at | east she could be
with.o

Carrie thought over the idea. What if Harrison did want
to marry her? Maybe he would be willing to leave his wealth
behind and be with herlt would certainly be much nicer to be
with him than Mr. Monroe. She decided that she would visit
Harrison the next day and discuss the possibility with him if Mr.
Monroe still insisted on the marriage.

17
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Chapter Three
3

Justin had wished to speaith Carrie but he knew the situation

between Nathan Hunter and George Leroy could get serious if
left uninterrupted. He found the two men in a heated argument.

oMay | ask what the probler
before Nathan threw the firstrazh.

Justin ignored the onlookers who had crowded the.parlo

0l &m sorry, Justin, o6 Nathar
ol l et my emotionsdgeintbadbe
scene 0

oYou really should be more
people to your dinner parties,

Justin turned to George.
notified him of the problem. George had brought Linda Hunter
despite Justinds request for I
three years ago but wasemly discovered in an adulterous
relationship with George. Up
Nathan divorced her, and there had been tension between him
and George ever since.

18
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oMay | speak with Yopuvatgasnt |
possiblensmlering the many gihestis. led them out of the parlor
and onto the veranda where there was a secluded spot. The thre:
men stood silently for a moment as Justin thought of how to
begin. Finally, he said, o |

issue. 60 He turned to George.
not to bring Linda here tonigtl

ol know yMru dModn r otereegeardldh e t
an r e phe assuined | was Siith another woman, and in
order to reassurheadhero tbhratngl
i nsecur e. |l can understand he

oWhat would either one of
Nat han spat. 0She was my wif
marital vows. 0

olf you had treated her be
comfort in my arms, 0 George ar

ol treated her just finel!od

oOYou constantly put wor k f
appreciated. o

oPl ease, gentl emen, 6 Just.i

emotions were running high. (
in the dining room with me. Mr. Leroy, please eat out here with
your date. In the meantime, please find separate rooms to be in. |

am sorry but this is the best
George turned to Nathan. C
oONo. You know very well t
pointedly responded.
ol wi || be in the entertai

before he left to go back into the house.

Justin breathed a sigh of |
tell Mr. Leroy tocome alone or bring someone else. | had to
invite him because heds Conr at
with Conrad on a regular basi s

0l dondot fault you for this

19
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Geoffrey announced that it was time to eat. Justin was
relievel that the emergencies from earlier had finally been
resolved.

oWhich seat would you 1liKke
as they went into the house.

0Since I dm the best man, I
from Carrie. Youdl lanbe sate dt h
your right, correct?déd Nathan &

oYes. Thatdés the plan. D
man?o

OAs |l ong as George 1isndt a
fine. o

0Thereds no danger of that

of the chuc h . 0
ol hope that Carrie i s gooc
0l dondét see why she wonot
oWell, good luck. 6

Only the immediate family and friends of the bride and
groom were seated at the dining table. The rest of the guests wert
outside. Justin had to hire add#iloservers for the event but he
wanted to make everyone comfortable so it was worth the
expense. The wedding and reception on Saturday would be ever
more elaborate. His uncle was paying the bill for that event since
Mr. Allen went bankrupt. Since ncedmew of his bankruptcy
but a select few, Carrie was spared the humiliation of people
knowing her father coul dnodot pe

Justin supposed that most men in his economic class
would be dismayed to marry a woman who came into the
marriage withat a cent to her name, but he had secretly
entertained romantic notions for Carrie since her family moved to
town when he was fourteen. Though he knew Brad very well, he
never got up the nerve to have more than a two sentence
conversation with his sistddsually, he managed to tell her hello

20
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and asked her how she was doing or what she thought of the
weather. He was too nervous to figure out what else to say.

She was beautiful. He often stole glances her way when
they attended the same dinner parti@dfiey usually sat on
opposites sides of the room. It seemed that the more he saw her,
the more beautiful she got .
her as attractive as he did, k
She was shy, so it was no wonbea t mor e men hg
notice of her.

Before the dinner, he stood up and gave the official
engagement announcement. Then he sat down as the guest
started eating. He coul dnot
black dress. It was the same dressanshg e a't her
funeral. He wondered why she chose that particular dress to weal
when he had seen her in more festive colors in the past. He
dismissed his questions and tried to think of something she might
find interesting to discuss.

Currently, lse was quietly eating her meal. Her father sat
next to her on her right. Her brother, who was the groomsman,
sat next to Nathan on the opposite side of the table. They talked
about automobiles. Justin had recently acquired an interest in
motorized tragportation, so he had to fight the urge to join the
conversation.

Instead, he turned to Carrie. He cleared his throat before

he began to speak. o0Do you wi
your mind earlier?¢d6

She seemed to be surprised he spoke .toSter glanced
at her father who looked overath@rPer haps | ater ,

barely looking at him.
He cut another piece of his steak as he tried to think of

another topic. ol heard you e
o0OYes, 6 she responded.
0 |  w adsringnfoyou would like to spend a week there

for our honeymoon. My uncle owns a house on the beach and he
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has offered to let us stay there if we vaishl thought | would

ask you first. I wonot be ab
two weeks. Beg that this engagement happened so suddenly, |
didndt have time to make arrar

She | ooked startled. 0A hc

Hi s cheeks grew hot. Per h
appropriate i n a r dakmbodtthislatero f
i f you prefer.o

0That would be best. ¢

He nodded. He took a couple of awkward bites of his
me a | before turning back to h
interests?96

She hesitated to respond.

He figured that she had to think ovés Question. He
patently waited for her to speak.

To hi s shock, she said, 0
common. O

Her father nudged her in the side and looked sternly at
her.

She took a deep breath and
t hat we amyntdbhi kqpoavbout each ot

ol know, 6 Justin acknowl ed
about each ot her. I think of

She sighed before turning back to her plate.

He noticed that she hadnot
something othelhtin the steak and potato plate? | can have the
chef make something el se. 6

She | ooked back at hi m. 0
have much of an appetite. 6

ol &m nervous too, 6 he softl

0Justin, 6 Nathan spoke up.

He turned his attentiontoi s f end. oOYe

oDo you think t t automob
he asked.

roi
h a
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oOActually, I do. I t hink
hor ses. Trains are just the L
OAre you going to invest ir
0l @ayrlkave. o
0

o0But arendét horses more pre

0At this poi nt i n ti me,
improvements will be made to automobiles and before legg, th
will become more practicaCurrently, they lack room for storage,
but that isa simple modification. | like to think of them as
mi ni ature trains that dondt ne

Carrie softly chuckled.

He glanced at her. Was she laughing at him?

ol have heard great things
fat her g Jsuppkse iyshosld Iool into thase particular
stocks. o

0That s probably a good i d:¢
you my investment portfolio if
ol would very much appreci
oCarrie is in good hands with

Hewaspl eased by the mands ki
sir.o

The ice cream treats for dessert turned out well. Louis
looked greatly relieved to have the earlier catastrophe resolved
Justin hoped that the new chef would work alim seemed
unsure of his aliji to succeed at his job, though he showed a
great desire for cooking when Justin interviewed him. He wanted
to see Jim realize his dream to eventually open his own restaurant
and being his chef would give him much needed experience for
that.

He decidedo try to engage Carrie in conversation again.
0Do you |Iike to dance?6

She looked up from the ice cream which she had been
absentmindedly stirring with her spoon.
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He wondered when he would be able to get a moment to
talk to her without others listenimg Whatever was on her mind,
it was serious. It had been distracting her all evening.

0l &m not good at it, 6 she f
0She hasndét had much pract.i
sure that given time, she coul

She closed her eyeand slowly opened them. She
continued to stare at the bowl.

He assumed that she was embarrassed by her poor
dancing skills. He leaned closer to her so that no one else coulc
over hear hi m. 0| & nMaybe it we damaey ¢
togethern-b et ween dinner parties, w

She sat straight up and her face grew bright red.

He didndt think his commen

got marri ed. OAm | being too
oPl ease, Mr. Monroe, | don¢
He immediael vy grew concerned.
down for awhil e?b6
oYes, actwually I do. o

He stood up and found Constance Miller, his maid, and
asked her to escort Carrie to a guest bedroom so she could lie
down wunt il she felt lhpprogriaeto |
show her to the room himself until after they were married. He
was just as inexperienced as she was in regards to intimacy, but I
di dndt wunderstand why talk of
dancing should upset her.

0 Come b ac kwhdeonwny ochuedrree r eady
he told her before she headed upstairs with Constance.

She nodded and followed the maid.

It was half an hour after dinner when his ucenhee up to

hi m. @nT émeengendy smeeting regarding the Burgess
Account. Whave to go to Richmond r
oBut Uncle Jonat han, I cant

engagement partpyBésihkessai@arr

24



The Cold Wife

something important to discuss with me. | need to be here so she
can do that. o

oJustin,r yaud If atdh &€ n ot e al
dismissing important business meetings. Whatever she wants, i
can wait.?o

ol donot feel right about t

oHarrison Grant Sr . and Jr
youdre not akeaovee dbuufirm just likeetlge§ todk t
over Mr . Al l ends firm. Come
hour . o

oWhy do | have to be there?-

0OBecause you need to watch
the Grants. Youdl | be dreng |
This experience will give you the edge. They are after the Burges
Account, and that is a very pr

o0Can | at | edaye befbr€atrige

He sighed. oOMake it quick

herallyouwan t o after the wedding. ¢

Could he? It seemed as if he was dragged from one
business meeting to another ever since he turned eighteen. He
hadnot had time to court a wo
married, am | still going to have to run off to geecy
meetings?o0

ONot as often as you do no
responsibilities to your wife

OAl right. | 811 see her anc

He hated to leave but knew it would be pointless to argue
with his uncleHe found Constance and asked to take him to
see Carrie

Carrie was on her way down the stairs when he and the
maid reached the bottom of the staircase. He was struck by how
wonderful she looked. But she looked overwhelmed too. Since
people were mgling around them, he allowed Constance to
leave.
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He waited for her to reach
uncle has informed me that | have to attend an urgent business

meeting in Richmond, and the
| have to leave now6Im sorry to do this t
want to tell me whatodos been b
of minutes. o
She looked upset by his announcemeatT h i s i s
somethingthabe can di scuss in a few
0Then | Isluphpaovsee tiot dwai t unt
oWhat ? Why candt we di scus
ol still have business appc
al so have to get ready for th

invol ved with t hendthéday getting feadyr g .

as wel | . I know we donodt r
understand this isndt easy for
| ooking forward to marrying Yyoc
oDondt you see that t he f
otherisabigprb | e m? 06
oWel I, Il admit itds not i de
to court you. Il 61l try to mak
OHow?§46
oWedl I have a full we e k

honeymoon. 0
00ne week?6

oltdéds a start. Of <cobe se,
alone after wedre married too,
At | east on our honeymoon, we
be a good time for us to get t
0Justin, itds time to go, O
Hesighedo | 61 | see you on Satur

She closed her eyes and shook her head.
ol dm sorry, o he apol ogi ze
continue talking to him. ol
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have a choice. Being in my line of work, others pretty much
dictatemy | i fe for me. O

She didndt respond.

He knew that she wasnodt haj
for him again, he knew he had to leave. He wished her a good
evening and followed his uncle out the door.

*k*k

By the time Justin and his uncle reached Richnt was almost

half past ten in the evening. John Burgess was an important clien
at the Monroe I nvesting Firm,
this meeting until the next day? Why did it have to be late at
night?

Justin was exhausted. He was fgrdeix that morning
to prepare an outline for an investment plan that Larry Martin
wished to discuss. He had to skip lunch so he coeidl att
meeting Then there was the stress of the engagement dinner
party and now he learned that something wabkehbog his
fianc®e. He didndt know how |
fell asleep on the train and was onlyavadtke for the buggy ride
to John Burgessd home.

By the time t hfontdoor dovathend E
instructed Justin to comb his hamd straighten his suit jacket.
OAppearances ar e everything
commented.

As soon as Justin was done, his uncle knaokebe
door of the large threstory home.

Mr . Burgessdo butler opened
gentlemenMay | t el | Mr . Burgess wh
o0Yes please. Tel | him t ha

have arrived, 6 his uncle repl:.i
o0oCome with me. o6 The butl er
parl or . ol wi ||l notify him tfF
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After he closed the doalpnathan turned to his nephew.
0Good. We got here before the

As Justin sat in thear | or , he revi e\
portfolio and how much they had accomplished during the past
two years of doing business with him.

0Oltds i mporh amactto asnnd cfki gm
instructed him. 0The numbers

Justin nodded.

0OYou have to be careful whe
continued. 0They dondét exactl
business dealings. Sometimes, theyeaunderhanded. You
have to keep a close eye on your things around them and watct
how they manipul ate peopl e arc

Justin hamyd per@adnal ihterattisnwith the
younger Harrison in the past,
like asiddrom what he witnessed from across the room when
they were in school together.

The butler opened the door and Mr. Burgess entered the
parlor.

Justin and Jonathan stood up to shake hands with him.

o | appreciat en ysohuorr tc onnoitnigc e
yearold man said.

Jonathan smiledd | t 6 s a pl easuYoa to
know my nephew, Justin Monroe.

ol belmeetvea wear ago,®Theher
| called and asked for you to come tonight is because Mr. Grant
wants to introduce me & new investment plan. | will give you a
chance to explain your plan for me again. | confess that with the
time | spend with my grandchi
these things. | have to decide on which plan to go with tonight
since tomorrowmmy money will be available to move around, if |
wi sh. o

Justin stopped himself from telling the older man that he
had his own personal life to attend to as well and his future bride
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was just as important to him
him. Insead, he waited for Mr. Grant and his son to arrive.

When they did arrive, they shook hands and went to Mr.
Burgessd den where they sat af
one side while Harrison Sr. and Harrison Jr. sat on the other side.
John sat a@he head of the table.

Harrison Sr. presented his proposal before Jonathan
proposed his. Justin watched both men as they competed for Mr.

Burgessd business. He didnot
Even Harrison Jr. d i rehmaided silena v e
the entire time. At one point, he glanced at Harrison Jr. and saw
him smile at him, but it wasndt

secretly laughing at a joke, and the joke was Justin. Justin shifte
uneasily in his chair. He cohtald his own against competitors,
but none of the competitors had ever looked at him with a
mixture of humor and disgust.

I donodt even know hiJdostinand
thought.

After the presentations were done, Mr. Burgess sat silently
for a minute as he reflected on what he just heard. Finally, he

turned to Jonat han. ol 611 S
Turning to the Grants, he sai ¢
but I am more comfortable with a more conservative investing
aproach at my age. | dondt we
this | ate in |ife.o

Mr . Grant nodded. ol undet

opportunity for us to present
The men stood and shook hands. When Justin shook
Har r i s o d, helthought she mam squeezed his hand harder
than necessary.
As they stood outside the house, Harrison Jr. leaned over
to Justin and whispered, OEnj
shortl i ved. O
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oWedll see, wondt we, 6theJust
way his competitor had been treating him for the past half hour.
Harrison Jrr ai sed an eyebrow. 0

arendt you?6

OAnd youdre a |itt!]

ol d&m not rudenfi €dém

00Or proud. o

He shrugged oCall it what you v

0OYoudd better be careful

The two buggy drivers arrived at that moment, and Justin
breathed a sigh of relief. He followed his uncle into their buggy.
Once the driver urged the horse forward, iegewspoke up.

ONow you can wunderstand wk
Jonathan remarked. 0 Mr . Gr an
snake. |l just havendt deci dec

0The son seemed better wher

OMaybe thatds | ude surfacew Hid e
father i s a shady character s
to be facing him a lot in the future since Mr. Allen is no longer
one of his competitors.o

OHow did the Grants bankrurg

oMr . Allen isnBapepaeamaedl vy He
even know they were behind it. As you know, he was a tax
consultant, and he had considerable influence in how his clients
invested their money. He used to recommend stocks and bonds
he thought looked promising, and that led busmasway. Mr.

Allen and | have been friends for years, so it was a friendly gesture
on his part to do that. Well, about a month ago, his clients
realized that he had given them poor tax advice. He claims that
someone broke into his office and purposd#ignged the
information on his c¢clientsodo r
of morey. His business was hit hard but he had enough money to
stay afloat. However, his personal accounts show that he
transferred his money into unstable stocks thaallost their

e de
t t

n

r )
j a S €
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val ue. He says that he didno
proof he didndt. o

oDo you believe him?06

ol have no reason oHewillhdeo, 0

moving out west after the wedding. His reputation is destroyed in
thistoon and he wonoét be able to

job in town. His best bet is to pick up and start somewhere else.
He realized that his daughter

di dnodt wish to drag her acro
guaanteed a stable future out there. He would rather have her
stay here where she already knows everyone and has her brothe

nearby. He hasnodét told her tl
two of you marry. Her brother will stay in town since he works a
the coll ege and stil]l has his
ol taoll be | i ke sheds | osi ncg
oln a way, It mi g ht be, b u
her . 6
Justin silently stared out

what kind of shock she woudckperience at the news that her
father would be leaving Virginia.

0You should be aware of s
continued.

Justin looked back at him in interest.

OWi th Mr. Al l en | eaving, t
formidable opponent. They hayest gained considerable
influen@ in town. You will have your hands full in the near
future. o

o0Do you suspect that the C

of fice and transferred those f
0They either broke into hi:
without pr oo f , thereds not hing a

Specul ati on doesnodt sol ve Mr
understand why | wanted you to meet both men and see what
youol l be up against. 6
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Justin nodded. Thi s wasnbo
dreaded higext encounter with Mr. Grant and his son.
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Chapter Four
X3

The next morning, Carrie dressed in her favorite pink dress and

pulled her hair back with a pink ribbon. She wanted to look as
nice as possible when she saw Harrison. She went out ffor a wa
to Harrisonds house after she
wedding dress. She could onl
She was on her way to the florist to select the flowers for the
ceremony. She wondered why Justin felt it necessagy hemgi

so many tasks. She also had to choose the colors, the decoratior
and the music. She was so exhausted from all the running arounc
she was doing that she barely had time to think of how much she
was dreading the marriage.

One look at the weddingwgns surrounding her in Mrs.
Parkerds shop reminded her t he
if she wished to get out of this marriage, she had to talk to
Harrison. When she arrived a
racing. Harrison did seem to care foh e r . They we
she had spent more time with him than she had with Justin.

Hi s butler answered the do
Al l en. How may | help you?5¢d
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0Good afternoon, 6 she gr ece

slightly shook, betraying llem x i et vy . ol would
Mr . Grant. o

ol wi || see |if he is avail
and wait in the parlor?6

She shook hérantkead.u. oO0No wi

OAs you wish.o6 The butl er |

hewent to get Harrison.

She turned around and examined her surroundings. She
was used to living in the we:
understand how her life would change if she were to live without
the comforts of wealth. Certainly, it would béepmble to go
without riches than to live with Mr. Monroe.

The butl er returned to the
shortly. o

She thanked him and sat on the chair on the porch. It was
early afternoon. A couple of women walked down the street but
no one @id her any mind. She took a deep breath to calm her

racing heart. She was stild/l l
listen to her the night before. A business meeting took
precedence over her? She sud

of her was poor. She was no more than a means to an end.
Married men often fared better in the business world since they
were viewed as more stable and loyal than the single men. Justi
was merely out to make himself more appealing as a businessmat
He had ngersonal interest in her.

She coul dndt believe he ha
honeymoon or dancing. As if she had any desire to touch a man
who only valued her for what she could do for him! He had a lot
of nerve. He never once approached hdrealldars that he and
her brother talked at dinner parties. Then last night, he was acting
as if he was happy to be with her. It made her sick to her
stomach. He only acted interested in her because he was expecte
to. He was in front of their familydafriends, so he had to put
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on the mask of being a devoted fiancé. She was sure that he
would put the same mask on in public after they married as well.
She couldnoét tolerate such a
game, which was why she had restetis guest bedroom
upstairs.

She was shocked to see that every guest bedroom had &
theme to it. One bedroom looked like it came out of the
European medieval time period. The second one looked like it
belonged to the Roman Empire. The third one wasiseent
of Ancient Egypt. The fourth one was decorated with artifacts
from a Chinese Dynasty. The fifth one looked like it belonged to
the Viking time period. She
was. His bedroom door had been shut. She sighedl i Sthen 6 t
care. She prayed that she would never find out.

The maichadl ed her to the Roman
bother to lie down. Instead, she paced back and forth and
practiced her speech. 0 Mr .
marriage cannot happedurely, you can understand thaiesme
dondt knowheasclarotamgre,ment won
you and you donot | ove me. I
employment to support myself. You are free to find a woman you
will care for who Wicare for you in return. | thank you for your
kindness. Good evening, sir,

Except, she hadndt been ab
he had to magically run off to business as soon as she appeared G
the steps. The tingrwas dowright suspicious. Weher father
and his uncle purposely tryingt
have the chance to voice her thoughts to him? When she
ventured by his house that morning, he was at his office. Even
there, he was engaged in an itlm@om t meeting th

interrupted. 0This afternoon,
the receptionist informed her
his schedul e i S booked. 0 Des
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supposed to marry him, the eptonist remained firm in his
decision to forbid her to see him.

This | ed her to her final
residence. She was relieved that he, at least, had the time to spe:
with her.

When he came to the front door, she stood upe S

coul dndt tell i f he was happy
with his usual smile.
0Good afternoon, Harrison,

to go for a wal k?5¢6

He hesitated but finally n
were going to come by andlex@i n t hings or no
door behind him and walked with her down the street.

0l dondét want to marry Mr.
ol know you dond6ét, 6 Harri sc
your father and his uncl e arre
OYels.was not consulted befc
deep breath to settle her ner:

actually go to any social functions together, but | was wondering if
you would consider marrying m
Monroeb

He stopped walking and turned to face her.

She immediately stopped so she could look at him.

ol di dnot reali ze what you
house, 6 he slowly admitted.

She shifted uneasily from .
wish to putyou in an uncomfortable position, but considering my
wedding is tomorrow, | dondt

ol understand what youodre

come to my father about a marriage between us, but my father
doesndt want me two nm@ar rby i agmea

into the marriage. O
Her hear't pounded nervous.l
sure 1 f this conversation was
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are willing to marry me, then we can elope and live somewhere
el se. | 6debever ybnegbehbi hda¥tc

He | ooked sadly at her. ol

Time stood still for a moment while she struggled to make
sense of what he just told her.

ol |ike you, 6 he began. 0
onlysonandtheonlyomeh o can take over m
when he retires. It would kill him I&ft it to marry yo®.

She sighed, trying not to let her despair show. She

coul dndot expect him to | eave ¢
could run off with her and berhe hus band. ol u
finally replied. 0Than you

k

anymore. 6 She turned from him

0l dm sorry, 6 he called out.

She didnot bot her to respo
walking. Tears formed hrer eyedut she quickly wiped them
away The very next day was he
like there was anything she could do to stop it. She was about to
be forced into a life of misery with a man who was not only dull
and di dndt abow hee butawantad ol impgove his
clientelel s t hat al l |l dm good for?
for the sake of his business? Am | not worth more than that?

*k%k

That evening, Carrie saw her father packing his things in the den.
He wasselling most of his items. She sighed and walked over to
him.

He smiled when he saw her.

She didnot return his smil
candt you reconsider this marr
old enoughtotakeree of mysel f . 0O

He stopped putting his books in a box and led her over to
the couch where he sat next t
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tell you. I wasndt going, to
but I d6m no good at keeping sec
oWat is it?0

OMy reputation has been de
find employment here. | have to move somewhere else. | have
discovered that there are many opportunities out west. Therefore,
I wi || be going to Oregon. o

oOWhat ?6 She iréwolrldwasaspinning outiofe r
control.

He took her hands in his ar
candt recover from this, hone:
continue with my job. Since your mother is gone, my work is all |
have |l eft.o

O0Whadutabme?546

oYou are very important to
ti me you had your own family. ¢

She shook her head and wiped the tears from her eyes.

He sighed. oDo you feel t1l
whodés to be your husband?6

0That 6 dosdHti heed a husbal
be content to live by myself. | could even live with you, as | do
now. | would be willing to move with you. | could take care of
you. | know your back hurts sometimes. | have experience with
caringforthe |l derl'y in the nursing h

o | remember what happened
married two years ago before she moved to Maine with her
husband. You came to me and cried that you feared you would
never marry. You don oftyounie.nt 1
You are already twerftyo u r . I canodt reme
courted. O

oPer haps |
meant to be sin

oYou | ong fo
for you. 6

am not meant t
gl e. o
r a husband anc
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0Justin o ndty makeahmt Ik good woi his

business clients. o

He smiled at her. ol saw
with you. 6

She rolled her eyes. OHe
me . O

oWell, he certainly is eage®e

oWhi ch i s wohaypusihess nreeting befdref he
could talk to me.o

oThat was a very important
unclebds firm is going to face
You must be prepared for a | o
choi ce uitlihgaocsiase averythimg. Wou have to realize
t hat how he feels about you d:¢
go to business meetings. oo

She shook her head. oYou
marriage will occur. o

ol honestly bel iyywwvweryhappgtl J
know you think heds boring, b
He actually has a great sense
show it much because of the |

will be as good for him as he will beyfar u . 6

She seriously doubted that she could ever have any fun
with the man but knew it was pointless to tell her father that.

He patted her hand. 0Som
insisting on this course of action. If you want my personal
opinion, he is hetter man than Harrison Grant. After getting to
talk to Justin |l ast night, I
marriage between you and his son. Justin cares about you, bu
Harrison only cares for himsel

She knew when it was time to give aghe went to her
bedroom and spent the rest of the night crying. She refused to see
anyone. She finally fell asleep during the early morning hours, bui
she didndt sl eep | ong. The k
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notified her that her day of doom hadvad. In four short
hours, she would be Mrs. Monroe. She could barely tolerate the
thought. The more other people kept insisting that Justin was a
wonderful man, the more she detested him.

She secretly agreed with her father on his analysis of
Harrison though He obviously thought
business was more important than her. The realization suddenly
dawned on her that he shoul dn
lack of money. Only a select few knew about it. Kenwat
supposed todone of themHow does he know about the bankruptc
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Chapter Five
&

(:arriemindlessly went to the church where Mrs. Parker helped

her put on her wedding gown and made some last minute
alterabbns. The white dress had losigeves, a heattaped
neckline and a pearl flower design in the front. The pearls on the
dress matched her pearl necklace and earrings. Carrie thought |
was pointless to be so particular about a wedding gdikg.

spend so much time fussing over a dress thaté& only worn on

Mary, her maid of honor, smilellY ou | ook spl
o | have yet to see an wugl
O0Though | confess you are mor

have worked with.O©o

Carrie decided not to respond. Instead, she waited until
Mrs. Parker was done before turning her attention to her best
friend. Juli e was her brides
There was still another hour before the ceremony, so Carrie
wasnodt concerned.

Once Mrs. Parker left, Carrie finally got a chartedktto
Mary alone. She quickly sat at the small table in the bridal
chamber and wrote Justin a note, asking him to call off the
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wedding since she didndt wi sh
best friend. oWill you send t
Mary frowre d . ol dondt know if
a good idea, Carri e. | dve t
good husband to you. o
She groaned. ONot you too!
She shrugged. ol candt ex
boring as you fear. | hdidhe to watch him at the engagement
partyand | saw the way he | ooked
wi | marry you even tho
be ppy with him, thougt
s wr ae? gAmwihé dnly ene whoy o
rong we are for eact
ntly. o
shook her head. 00b

h

see

spr

®PoT> o
= O DdT IS T O

Z0O WOV o< —

d. 0ls that wh
e happiéher,thealb r i ¢
t I am insane. 0

r as she stood up and left the room with

my friend
confess th

Carrie ignored he
the note.

Her friend ran after her.
doing.éd She reached for her a
be rash. Seriously, lsen 0 t t hat hsdaulét bnd has He
ent husi asm for i fe. I di dno
Thursday evening. I mi sjudge
in a crowded room. And if you take the time to actually look at
hi m, youdlhledfsi md ttrleact i ve. 0

0Since you think so wel!l C
hi m? I 61 | be glad to | et you

oONo. Heds not for me. He ¢

0See? Even you woul dndt me
oOoHe cares for you in a way
not the one he wants. 6
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0So itds all about what h e
matter?0

oYou are being unnecessari |l
think Harrison would make a be

oNo. Harrison puts money |
dreadful husbmad . 6

oThen b grateful that you

0Justinds not any better.
for his clients. The only thing | will be is a doll he can put on
di spl ay. ¢

oYou have no idea how wron
married to him, you wondt Kknoyv

Carrie decided that she had heard enough. She shook her
friendds hand off of her ar m.
ignoring the startled looks from the guests, and went straight to
t he gr oo mo sloudykanookea an the do&.h

Her brother opened it. He looked shocked to see her.

e
0

oCarrie, you shoul dnodt be her
bride to see the groom before
0This wedding is a big mis
needo speak to Mr. Monroe at on
oYou candt . Heds not here.
oOWhat ?6
OHe had to take care of so
expects to be here five minut

have time to talk to him before the wedding. 6Ylou have

him a |ist of your grievances
OHow convenient it is for
she snapped. ol f I didndt kn
make sure 1 06d have to go throl
her arm&and glared at him.
oCome on, Carrie. Dondot | c

She stood still.
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Mary ran over to them. ol
stop her. o

He smil ed at her. oOoYou ca
each other |l ong e nowogyhabout mf her
sister Justin isndt here so

0This wasrgose,owapndt it ?¢

He shrugged. OThere might
you would resort to harassing

OHaassing?d
oCertainly. Youdl | break
She stomped her foot on th

care about my feelings?6
00f course, we do, 6 Mary gc¢
want to see you with him.o

[

ol refurseugh wiot H ht hi s! é Sh

They gasped and chased her.

Brad managed to jump in front of her as she reached the
doorway but she quickly darted around him and left the church.

OYoudre getting the hem of
protesed when she saw her run down the steps.

Dirt was the least of her concerns, so she ran right past the
seamstress.

Brad caught up to her and wrapped his arms around her
so she couldndét run anymor e.
to the bridal chambe. Turning to Mary,
from the outside so she candt
ceremony. 0

oYou candt betray me 1|i ke
as she fought to get out of hi
tobemypest friend. O

Her friend | ooked sympathe
| dm your best friend that 1 06m
honestly believe youdl |l be gi
dondt marry Justin. o



The Cold Wife

oYoudl !l thankagesed. someday, 0

He dropped her in a chair and kept her in place until Mary
shut and locked the door. Mary stood outside the room so she
could unlock it when it was time for the wedding.

Carrie had never felt more betrayed in her life. Her
brother and best &nhd were active participants in the worst day
of her 1ife. ol 611 never for
stated so Mary could hear her from the other side of the door.

0Yes, vy o usimplyreplied,ot Bistuabdd by her
anger adubtven.beeny mad at me f o

0l candot think of whatds wc
She crossed her arms and turned away from him. Just
because he was in the room, i

speak to him. She considered her options. Onegosih
continue to try to talk sense into her brother and friend. That,
however, di dnodot seem to be w
protested, the more they wanted to see her with Justin. So she
thought over her other option. She could say no when the
preacher asked if she would fulfill her marital vows. She was
nervous enough about being in front of a church full of people,
but it was an option worth considering. Sure, her family and
friends would be upset. But
intothi s marri age. Naturally, t
breaking over it. She finally decided that she would simply refuse
to marry him during the ceremony.

She spent the rest of the hour in silence. Her brother tried
to reason with her but shaaged him. Shevenrefused to look
at him.

Mary unlocked the door.
bride. o

0Dondt you mean, O6Justin M
Carrie sarcastically stated.
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oCarri e, pl ease dondot make
peaded with her. oJustinds a
you. He doesndt deserve to | c
She didndt respond. She st

and Julie who had been waiting outside the door. She briefly
noted thatMary looked upset, but she had a feeling that Mary
wasnot upset about tSbneethingeelbelis n
bothering her. She has that same look she gets when she heat
news.Julie was grinning from ear to ear, so obviously, whateve
was bothering Mary, it had nothing to do with Julie.

Mr s . Parker handed her the
lovely. The dress really enhances your figure. Mr. Monroe will be
pl eased. 0

She gritted her teeth so s
waitedas Julie and Brad walked down the aisle and separated sc

that Julie stood on her side
couldnoét see the altar but Kkn:¢
and Nathan foll owed. Then it
look at her father as she put her hand on his arm.

oCarrie, must you be col d ¢
whispered.

OAre you surprised? You ki
to be here, 6 she whispered bac

He sighed ol h a dwouwld be e d
joyous one. 6

She gl anced at hi m. oOYoudr

OAfter the reception. o

She forced back her tears
whispering to each other and wondering why she was crying. She
took a deep breath and looked ahead.

ol VYoue honey, 6 he said. (
Justin if |1 didndot believe he
She coul dnot respond. | f

loved him too, then she would cry.
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He smiled at her and pattec

He did know. He could tell how she felt just by looking at
her. She took comfort in that. She allowed him to lead her down
the aisle. Her face grew hot from the awareness that everyone wa
watching her. She hadndtndbee
found that it made her nervous. She could barely concentrate on
walking. By the time she reached the altar, she could barely hea
what the preacher was saying. It was hard to focus when she
could feekveryone staring at her.

Her father took herhan and put it ar ot
For the first time, she took a good look at Mr. Monroe. It
suddenly occurred to her that he was a handsome man. It was
odd that she h aslsoattractimedoefarec ed t F

The preacher began talking and hartHeeat faster and
faster with each word he spoke. Soon it would be her chance to
say that she was nWhen tigeqreaciyper expects
me to say, o0l do, o6 I8l say, ¢

She took a couple of deep breaths, hoping to calm down
enoughso she could concentrate on what was going on around
her. Just forget that a room full of people are listening and w
Unfortunately, telling herseltf

The preacher stopped talking and looked at her.

Startled, sheibked.

OMi ss All en?d he gently ask

She <cleared her throat.
ceremony had progressed so quickly noShe glanced at Mary
who | ooked as if she was sile
Jul i e di dnodtg atdeatierm Justm looked wpraey.i n
Nathan looked concerned. Brad gave her a warning look.

Justsay n@dhe tried to speak bl
come out of her mouthMaybe | can talk to him after the receptio
when no one is watohing. d @finaily saidh

Mary, Justin, Nathan and Brad looked relieved.
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After the ceremony was over and they had eaten their
lunch,it was time for dessert She hadndt touc
ceremony, and since Nathan and Brad sat at their table, he spen
most of his time answering their investment questions. She, in
turn, talked to Mary and Julie. She noticed that Julie was acting
strange, t hough she didnot k n
that Mary knew the reason but chose to act as if nothing was
wrong Carrie knew both of her friends well enough to
understand that something wasr

Fifteen minutes after dessert, it was time for the first
dance and Justin and Carrie had to be the first ones on the floor.
Her nerves had settled during the lusictte people were no
longer watching her, but as she joined Justiheodaince floor,
her anxietyeturned.

OForgive me if I step on y
that no one would overhear.

His words helped to ease her own fear of dancing in front
of everyone. She accepted his hand. She was four inches shorte
than him and she thought it was a pleasant difference. He
wrapped an arm around her waist and gently held her hand in his.
She di dnredjay bewng sotcloseé to him. Embarrasked, s
coul dndét 