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Finally it wasmie to give her the ring,and 85ue d n 6t h
her disappointment when she saw it.

0Told you, 6 Justin whispere

Jake simply smiled and slipped it on her finger.

ol now pronounce Yyou Ssadn a
oOYou may kiss the bride. o

He lifted the veil and was struck that she would wear so
little make up and still look stunnirfghe really does have simple bt
el egant taste. Sheds goiHeg t «
already knewe would be assigning Mrs. Parker and her team of
seamstresses with a new wardrobe. This time he would have to le
Sue talk to her about what sh
to be relieved or annoyed. F
flashy and @dwery material women seemed to crave but all his
efforts to please her were in vain.

As he bent to kiss her on the lips, she gave a slight turn of
her head so he kissed the side
arendt you ful |l easdd. Having pmanageckts |
catch her off guard, he wrapped her in his arms andhease
long kiss on the mouth.

She was too stunned to react in time to stop him. Several
men chuckled and the single women sighed as if imagining he wa
kissing them. Whefake let go of her, he shot her a triumphant
look. She looked flustered and then furious.

They turned to the people

present to you Mr. and Mrs. Je

She was reluctant to walk down the aisle with him so he
gentyl ed her by the ar m. o0 We
peopl e. Remember , I tds only f

She sighed and started walking with him.

*kkk
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For my dad and Karen who have the most beautiful love story |
ever heard.

Scripture taken from the New Kings James version of the Bible.






An Inconvenient Marriage

Cbaptev Omne

December 1899

Iake Mitchell was good at two things: making money and

managing peopl e. What he was
to stop coming by the bank whe
that Sue was outwardly rude, but she was persistent and vocal
This particular day was no exception. He was sitting in his office
when he heard her enter the bank.

ol want to speak to someonce
of the tellers.

Jakeclosed Is light blue eyes and ran his hand through his
short dark brown straight hair. He rubbed his neatly trimmed
beard and sighed. He was only tfivey but when he heard her
nagging voice, he felt like he was sixty. She could wear any ma
out.

OMr .h#Mliltc that woman i s bac

0So0? Take care of it, 6 he
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0l 6ve done everything | <car

Jake shook his head. How did George ever expect to take
over as president when heioge f at
woman? ol 6m the vice preside
you soon enough. You need to learn to handle these kinds of
customers. o

o0oThat 6s easy for you to say
| do. o

ONow is the perfecdr ko ponortth

He heard her constant demands for a resolution to her
familyds debt every day for t
around noon every single day and said the same thing. He hac

unsuccessfully tried to wstensol \
to any of the logic he presented to her.

ol dond6t want to talk to he

ol talked to her on Monday
turn. o6

ol talked to her yesterday.

l ast Friday. o
0So wedOre md10 thheki B Qg gheud.

Edwardsd turn again. We 06| |
nothing else to do. We candt
Noah Edwards was in charge of the mortgages. He really
was the i1 deal per son f dadohérer
any good.
OMi ss, you candét just wal k
ol wi || not be treated so

my rights as a customer . 0

Jake cringed as she walked past the teller and into his
office. He made a mental notdtry a lock for his door.

Sue was actually easy on the eyes, despite the fact that sh
wore her blond curly hair in a bun. Her face was nice to look at.
Her hourglass figure and ample bosom were even better. Her
green eyes and fair complexion woull gra attention of any
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man, but her aggressive behavior turned men off, which was why
she was still single at thityee. No man wanted a nag for a

wi f e. They also didnoét want
knew that her parents were in desperaadial straits and if they
married her, they would have to take that debt on themselves.
Considering the size of the debt, Jake understood why men
shuddered to even consider a courtship with her. Had she been
blessed to remove either her debt or ngggine might have
succeeded in marrying someone. However, she had two strikes
against her, and those were two strikes too many.

ol demand to have a conver
the vice president, 6 she order
Jake sighed. The teller had no mampee to withstand her

stormy emotions.
George and the teller quickly left the office.

Great . Now @10 mhay e c ko twh it g
to you, o6 Jake finally told her
She sat in the chair in front of his desk ahdked her
ar ms. ol wond6ét go away unt.il
olt i s Whg anol waging.my tifite® woman

simply refused to listen to reason.
oONot to my satisfaction. o

Suddenly, an idea came to
ol &1l | dtlaydatyerief al have to
because you run and hide, 6 she
He stopped himself from rol
be right back.éd He made sure

back. ¢ He gr umbl eahd west tohtke | e
backroom where he could grahb
file cabinet in irritation and stomped back to his office.

Her eyes grew wide.

She didnodot e x pHeeplacedrthe foldeoona c t
his desk andyopese@eni t heseHawe
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She shifted uncomfortably in the chair. Her hard
expression disappeared. oYes,

He looked at her in disbelief. How could a woman change
her mood so quickly? Her gentle expression drained him of his
ange . He sighed. He didnot | i
but knew there was no alternative.

oYour father signed the col
to uphold them. If he fails to pay his debts, then he will lose the
house and the farm. He iseally five months late in his
payments. We sent a letter notifying him that foreclosure is

i mmi nent . | &m sorry but there
current on his back payments. ¢
0But the | ate fees associat
maket i mpossi ble to get current
0 We cigenthose date fees if we receive an additional
mont hés payment in advance. O
0 Mr . Mi tchel |l , there are <c

affected my family. We lost most of our crops in the fields last
summer duringhe hail storm, and the tornado killed a great
number of the cattle in the fi
0l sympathize with you. Tt
are facing the same situation you are. If we made provisions for
you, wedd have t o ddhardshipd, and e

then wedd | ose so much money,
know banking can be a cold business but we do need to make &
profit in order to stay open. ¢

Her mouth tightened. OSur e

hurt your business sadly. We can work out a deal. Perhaps, we
could offer our crops or catt]l

ol already arranged that w
debts are considerably smalle
you were to offer food and cattle for ten years, woul dn o
enough to pay what you owe. 0
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0There should be something
quickly getting upset again.

He frowned. What right did she have to be upset with
hi m? o | wasnodot the one who
your fathedid. He borrowed so much against his house and land
that he buried himself in a hc

oThat wa s t o cover t he e
brotherds heart surgery. He
Really, you are heartless. uMahink that even if you had an
ounce of humanity in you, you

0The surgery wasndt the onl
troubl e. Your grandfather hac

0So my fathert hesr @ giarys ¥ r

oYes, since he insists on
grandfather borrowed against . ¢

She banged her fists on the sides of the chair and glared at
him.

He wasndt going to be inti
am sorry but if we bailed ydather out, we would lose too much
money. This isndét personal . o
continual insistence to bother him was getting on his nerves.

ol wi || come by every day
out . o

0Then | wi | lairiptheloblyysayou canbe ¢
comfortable out there. But | will not be talking to you again. As
far as | d&m concerned, the matt
family to do is to move off the farm and purchase a reasonable
residence in town. Atst then, their debts will be eliminated and

they can go about their |lives.
She gasped. oThat farm ha
generations. It i s to go to
oHedl | have to do somet hin
dealWhat wuse is it to hold onto
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cold heart. o

oOMaybe s but | do under st
pay your debts if you donodt I
father can ddor you is to wipe the slate clean. Perhaps with your
fami |l yds debt out of the way,
overl ook your constant naggi ng

She stood up, her nostrils
be decent wi t h yguomoney, ydufwvould havew e |
absolutely nothing to offer a

fac

oYou donot under st and sent
0

Hi s ace grew red. ol hav
possibly be, but you are | mpo:
that you refuse to listen to reason. You know what theacisnt
say. Your father signed them
anyone you should be mad at,
brothers and sisters to a |ife

oMy father is an honorable
for his family.o

oOoReal l y? Then why candt he
can have a better | ife?6

0This bank does not care f
line is the dollar. The only reason people come here is becaust

there is no alternative. 6
OYou are dismissed. 6
ONot until this matter is r
ol t i s resolved. 0

ONot to my satisfaction! 6 s

He noted the looks from the customers as they turned to
his office. 0That 6s it. | 6 m
angrily walked out of the room aradled the guard to take her
away.

As the guard dragged her out of his office, kicking and
screami ng, she vowed, ol wi ||

resolve this matter. 6
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He groaned. She meant it too. He used to enjoy working
here, but with her consta irrational de man
come to worKk. He gl anced at
tomorrow! é he barked before he

*%k %

After work, Jake took the homdeawn buggy to his house.
It wasndot a magardin appearanceu tHe prided w
himself on the way he kept the white two story home with blue
trim. The gardener did an excellent job trimming the shrubbery
and trees. The grass was cut short. The inside of the house wa
spotless and cared for by hischeand butler. Though he had six
bedrooms, four bathrooms, two parlors, a large dining eopom,
kitchen, and a den, he rarely had visitors. He was content to stay
by himself, but he enjoyed owning fine things and spared no
expense for his furnishings.

Mr. Reynolds stopped the buggy so he could get out.

oHenry, éd he told the taxi |
to the board meeting tonight at seven. Can you have the buggy
ready at 6: 307?60

oYes, sir,.0 Henry replied

oThank you. o

He walked to his houséniwh was similar to other houses
in the area. He enjoyed the Virginia city life for things rarely got
boring. There were plenty of things a single man could do
without the headache of dragging a woman along with him. He
wasnot opposed heywere, o de hadks seenh
enough men lose their freedom to a wife. He was determined that
such a fate would never happen to him. He had no intention of
giving up his life of adventure.

0Good day, sir,o6 his butler

0Good, dRal ph. How is the
as he entered the house and took off his coat.
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oVery well , sir. She i s e»
says she is doing well .o

Ralph Border was married to Lydia, who was also the
maid. When Jake hirdtem, they had just gotten married but
had no means to support themselves, so Jake decided that he
could use some help keeping up his house and gave them a job
They resided in one of the two bedrooms on the lower level of the
house, and their sodorbeborn baby would be in the next

bedr oom. Jake didndt mi nd th
he kept his distance. He di
anyone.

Jake went to his den that \
and two deer heads, which fae Imounted after hunting them.

He had various collectible items, such as cigar boxes he neve
opened and paintings that he had collected from Europe on his
travels. His den was his safe haven from the world. In it, he
could relax and enjoy doing extamwk he di dnodt
accomplish during business hours. The large fireplace and the
two plush blue chairs that sat in front of it was his secret reading
place. The large oak desk contained his business document:
which he kept in the top drawer oe tight side. Other items in

the room included a globe of the world, a bookcase full of his
books, and antiques from his
walls that resembled a log cabin and oak flooring to give it a rustic
atmosphere. No other roomhis house was like it.

He sat at the desk and pulled out a piece of paper and a
pencil. He would be leading the meeting that night since the
president, Conrad Leroy, decided he was too old to be attending
the board meetings anymore. He wondered woyrGee was
already in the presidentds po
wasnot too sure of Georgeds ¢
knew the job well enough, but did he have the leadership ability to
run a bank?
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Jake sighed. Such matters didcoatern him. He had
decided long ago that he would not work at that bank forever. He
had his sights set on opening his own bank as soon as Conrac
officially retired. Something about George bothered him, though
he could never put his finger on it. Hewnt was in his best
interest to offer the people an alternative to the only bank that
was currently in town. Competition was a good thing when it
i mproved peopleds | ives. He I
did often wonder how much George caredthe customer.
Conrad was an honorable man, but would George follow in his

fat her ds footsteps? Deep d c
Georgeds professional et hics
shoddy.
A light knocking on the door interrupted his thosight
OEnter, 6 he called out.
Lydia opened the door. oD
said.

He smiled. Her face glowed with the impending arrival of
her chil d. OAre you sure you
always hire a temporary cook whileu r est . 6 He f
of paper and put it in the breast pocket of his dark blue suit.

00Oh, I am feeling fine. & He
his concern by the way she sm
el se 10l g 0 tlaoaetybe woani 1t Iooksglikef o 1
he or she wild|l be a Christmas

0Just donot push yourself
you. O

0l know. Heds a wonder ful

0OAnd hedl | make a good fat'l

Jake wasnot opposed dthers. mar
He just didndt wish those thir

oTonightdés menu is rib eye
beans, 6 she informed him.

ONo one makes steak | ike yoc
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She blushed at his compliment.

OWe both t lifnk otuhe swar I6d s h.

oWel |, Il think of you two
had. But enough emotional t al

After he ate dinner, he insisted that Ralph and Lydia take
the rest of the night off so they could enjoy their remaining

moments al one before the [ itt]l
to the bank and paid him the usual fare plus tip. A long time ago,
Henry offered to taxi him any

to find a man who tips &isce wel
Henry was punctual and maintained a clean buggy and horse an
dressed nicely, Jake was glad to have his services every time |
needed to go somewhere.

As soon as the five board members of the bank assembled
into the backroom at the maple tableg balgan the meeting. He
knew he had to mention Sue Lewis at the end of it.

OWe need to figure out wha

began. 0Sheds not going to |

prevent a foreclosure. Are tt
0Just ef @&dr eGeloorsge repl i ed.

Lewis farm and house wil/ be

anymore. 6

Justin Monroe spoke uym May be we coul d
agreement where they could take another loan to get current on
theirmy ment s. 0

oBuathat will only delay for .
they keep getting deeper into debt, how will they ever get out of
the mess theydre in?bé

OActually, Justin makes a
0The probl ems t hey ar e havi
circumstances. The boyds surc
likely to happen again. It might even help if we could talk the
hospital into settling for hal

10
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oPerhaps we can settle on
Justin addedo We wondt be too bad off
debt. At least it would keep them from sinking into the quicksand
theydre in.o

OAre you <crazy?6 George sh
make any profit i f we do that.

oNot with tBe Jhé&wiubtbeycaami | vy
other customers who make us a suitable profit fioen
i nvest ments. 0

0OThen weol | have to do thi
to us with a sob story. o

o | t hink peopl e wi || uno
circumstances the Lewises find themaselv i n t hat W €
offer everyone a break. We might even attract more loyal
customers since people seem tc

ol disagree. People need
fairly. If other customers have to pay their full amount on a debt
while someone else gets off with less, then there will be
unfairness. o

oOoPeople can see that t he
protested. 0They will wunderst

oLetds take a vote, o6 Jake
proposal, say aye. o

To his dismayhe and Justin were the only ones in favor
of it.

oAl I opposed, say nay, 0 he
that the other two members would agree with George. Had
Conrad been there, Justinds i

woul d have v odmdydand beingthe presideditihe 0 <
would be the tie breaker.

He sighed and stood up. C
adjourned until next mont h. o
he was in a sour mood. He thought Justin had a good\itea.
| open noyvn bank, Justin will be the vice president.

11
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Cbaptev Two

Sue Lewis was distressed that night as she paced back and fortt

in her one room apartment in town. She could barely afford the
place and was forced to eat bean soup again. She was at reBw
end. She hated to tell her parents that her efforts had been in
vain. Nothing she told the bank employees made any difference.
They were alll a cold hearted
in to make his case because he threw out his back and d n 0 t
afford the wagon ride into town. Her mother was an emotional
wreck over the stress of losing her home. Her tsewngn year

old brother and his wife were busy trying to maintain the farm so
they could put food on the table. Her sister Emmadwaue

been twentyour that year but had died three years ago due to
pneumoni a. Trevor was sevent
until he was an adult. The ten year old twins, Luke and Patty,
were still children. The burden rested on her shoulders.

12
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Ste tried not to cry, but her situation seemed unbearably
opel ess. oLord, what am | gc
how mercy upon my family?5¢é

She spent the past two weeks praying and reading her
Bi ble every night, b ar her. Penheps L o
He is sayingnhoto my redes. knew t hat God
yes.

h
S

She sat on her small cot that served as a bed and stared a
the wobbly kitchen table a foot away from her. Her job at the
library barely paid the bills. She cauldbn af f or d t o
fat her ds de b-thee. SheSvasehardlyaosmatrying r
age anymore. Most women by her age had already settled dowt
and had families of their own. Who would want to marry her?
Jakeds words penPeetrrhaatpesd whietrh tyr
debt out of the way, youodl |l f
your constant nagging. o6

She had been accused of coming off as too harsh to
members of the opposite sex from other people. It seemed that
no man wanted a woman wvas stwngwilled and outspoken.
She hadndt iIintended to be so
she wasnot . B u tfor melcy wasndeniesl, the e r
angriershe got, and when she got angry enough, she said whateve
was on her mind, whethmrnot it was appropriate.

Oh Lord, Il know | need You
Who would want to marry an old maid anyway? She was
wel | past her pri me. A man ¢

be an attracti ve twathmuch onde she a
reached thirty. She sighed. Her sistaw was twenty when she
married her brother. Gloria was sweet, quiet and soft. She was
fragile. Her brothers often joked that Sue was too hardheaded for
a man.

But di dndts Ywauy ?ma kYeo umed ot nhdi t
|l &m not, do You?

13
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She knew what she wanted out of life and pursued it. She
didndt back out of a chall enge
sought adventure when she cou
stay in om place for long. She desired to see the world but
couldnoét due to her financi al
of her days in a good book where she could transport herself to
places that she longed to see but never would. A man wanted &
woman vino was content to stay home all day and take care of the
children. And she did want children. She just envisioned taking
the children with her on her travels. The thought of being
confined to a home just didnot

She picked up the Hireannouncement that rested on the
table next to her. It was from her childhood friend Belinda.
Belinda married at eighteen to Jim Hawke, a man twice her age
Because of Sueds single statu:
much. They would talk ifel happened to run into each other,
but there was an unwritten rule that women who were married
needed to stick with other married women. And a single woman
was to never be alone with a married man since they tended to
find the unmarried women a temptaticSue made it a point to
avoid private encounters with any male since her virtue was
important to her. It was all she had that was worth of value. But
even her virginity didndt attr

O0Maey bJeremiah i s .pbpMghbedl s
to find anyone who is willing
anyone. If she was going to commit her life to a loveless
marriage, she would make it worth her while. She would marry a
rich man who could bail her family out of debtenTét least, her

sacrifice wouldndt be in vain.

Al right, Lor d. I dondt sece
and quiet woman who will sit at home and take care of the childre
husband has all the adventures. S | candot talk

showing me mercy, this is the only option | can see that will save n

14
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She did have one small consolation. Eventually, she
would die so her time on Earth in misery would be limited.
Besides, what were awf decades compared to eternity in
Heaven? She felt much better now that her decision was made
She would set her sight on every available and wealthy bachelot
Perhaps someone would notice her and marry her. What other
choice did she have?

*k*

That Friday evening, she took all of her savings and
bought an elegant light blue dress which accentuated her curve:
while leaving her modesty intact. She even went to the hairstylist
who trimmed her long blond curly hair and set her curls in gentle
waves agan s t her face. She put o]
afford any jewelry so she bor
She hadndt realized her hair
since she wore it in a bun so much. She stared at her reflection ir
themi rr or . She didndt recogni :
different woman. Deciding to use that thought, she went to the
upscale dance, determined that she would find her future husbanc
that very night.

Her heart raced wi t hlookingr v o
forward to this. She | oved t
function on her part, she had a tough time enjoying herself. She
entered the grand ballroom and sighed as she studied the availabl
men in the room. Most of them were arounrdalge or older, but
they seemed to have set their eyes on the eighteen tefi@enty
year old women. She sighed again. Who would want to marry a
thirty-three year old? A seventy year old man from the corner of
the room winked at her.

She involuntarilghuddered. Of course, only an old man
would be interested in her. But perhaps that was a good thing.
He di dnoét have many years | eft

15
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oSue?d6 Mrs. Walker called c

Sue relaxed. She liked her employer and was glad to se¢
her t her e. |t hel pe ening aMsse h
Wal ker . 6

ol har dl y r e adgrnvorzaa thok ey u . 6
the side of the | arge room. C

ol hope thatds a good thing

00Oh, youdre a nice habyiui ng
wear .o

Sue grinned. oOnly you wol

oYou sell yourself short, &

She shrugged.

Mrs. Wal ker softly pa t
here? Youdve never made an afg

0l dve given up on the

oDid you speak to Mr

She shuddered at the ment i
specifically went to his office. | have talked to him a couple of
ti mes and nothing ever gdeit s r

aggravation. 0l dondt know w
just |l i ke George Leroy. 6
0OThat 0s not true. Mr . |

businessman. He knows his job and does it well. He has helpec
out a lot of people in this town. If there |scmwwho would

show mercy, it is him.?é
She didnot feel l i ke hear.i
oThat may be true of everyone
0Speaking of him...O©0

Sue turned in the direction she indicated. She noted that
several pmminent, younger women turned their attention to him
as he entered the room. He was irritatingly attractive in his black
suit and light gray tie. He seemed to be oblivious to the fact that
SO many women were staring wistfully at him. Instead, he walked
over to a couple men and began talking to them.

16
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ol dondt see whatds so gr
commented. She | ooked at Mr s
thirty-five year old man can have his pick of any available woman
in the room but a thirthree year old woman has to settle for

someone whods desperate enought

The ol der womands eyes wid
here?6

She nodded. ol dondot have

ol dm sorry, Sue. I tried
your family.

o | know, Mr s . Wal ker . The
have been most kind. |t IS n
wish to burden you anymore wit

The ol der WO man | ooked at
marriage somethingyounMa, Sue ?0

ol donot know. I have | ec
man . It would be nice to mar
woman who attracts attention. ¢

O0There are sever al men | ook

0The ol d an
Mrs. Walker grinnedo |
noticed you. OO
OHow fl attering, 6 she sarce
You should be flattered.
omen a second glance. | do believe you caught his
ion. o
t 1 s ridiclyhavaasny womaHbBe c :

d creepy ones. 0
t appears that

att

— oo -

ch is why you should bc¢
I have nothing to say to |

felt like talking to.
OHe has something to say toc

17
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Before Sue could protest, the woman walkegl. Maybe

hedll just walk by me.

OMi ss Lewis, we missed you
was right behind her.

She spun around. oltdéds ob
hel ping me, so I &dm taking your

oYour fatherds gee@irng ?to t ur
Did he actually sound sad by that possibility? She pushed
the thought aside. ONo. | & m
pay off my familyds debt. ¢
0So youdre here for busi nes
She nodded and examined the men in the room. Some of
them were wh their wives but there were some who were

available.

ol come here for busi ness
not i nterested in the women h
pocketbooks. | come here to establish rapport with existing
customers and potent | customers. o

0ls everything about money

He shrugged. ol suppose i
maki ng money and | do it well

OYou disgust me. 0

OExcuse me?0 He sounded off

0Think about it Mr . Mi t ch
peopl e. Youdre interested in

0OThat 0s not entirely true
Sometimes the best way to show care for others is to help them

financially. o
She rolled her eyes. OYoucd
ol f y ou had been a tnesday e
evening, you would understand.

She put her hands on her h
Then explain what happened. 0
He shook his head. 0l dd or

18
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o0l thought as much. ¢
0So youdre here to snalf sor
filled with misery That doesnbeasbaddt e
Just as she wasoait to make a clever retortyweenty year
old beautiful redhead walked up to him.

0Good evening, Mr . Mi tchell
met his and she offeredi m a gentl e smil e.
here. o

He warmly smiled back. Mi sglon,Ghe pleasure is all
mineo

Even though Sue didnot kno
could tell they were lying to one another. Neither one really
found the other onaieresting.

ol do hope youdl |l come to
she invited. 0l saved a seat
ol will try to make it, 0 he

Sue could tell he was lying.

Jennifer Gordon continued to stand by him.

0l woul d as, kutlalceady gramiset éhis one
to Miss Lewis,6 he politely s
you ready?é6

She almost said no but there was an anxious look in his
eye that stopped her. She silently nodded and took his hand to
the dance floor. ®htried to ignore the way his strong arm felt
around her waist and how his firm hand felt on hers. He was six
inches taller than her.

ol owe you o0 n dlis breath earegsedi herp e
ear in a way she didndt antici

o0Do you f i ncthategou waeuld dance pithl s
me?d6é6 she finally asked.

o0oYes, 6 he simply said.

She rolled her eyes.

He continued, 0Sheds only
vulture from a mile away. o

19
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oOoYou must have smell ed me
room then.o

Heshugged. oONot really. Y o
fix your familyds probl ems.
doing. o

0ltds not something | want
el se to do. I know | candt C
d o n 0 tthe hhdlity ® make a lot of money in a short amount of
ti me. So my only hope i1s to f

OAnd spend the rest of your

She nodded.

He sighed. ol dm sorry | c

dondt own the baannky, cshoanlgesan
approved by the board members.

ol know. I dondt i ke it
deep breath. OSometi mes you |
He seemed like he wanted to say something but decided
against it.
OYou drlhgxewdlali, 6 she said,
0As do you, 06 he replied.
worthwhile up to this point
00Oh, I dondt Kknow Mr V
siblings to dance in exchange
He frowned 0Thatds an odd excl
father just take the money?5¢0
She blinked. 0 Mr Wil kins

family needed the food. o
He stopped dancing and pul
just Dbought a new enshovangita@frall b

over town., Werendt you awar e
Her cheeks grew hot. O0No. ¢
oYour family really needs

busi ness deci si onlynotedfovhishon&giy | k i
but he does have a large sum of mondyeabdank. What your
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father needs to do is start drawing up his own contracts
demanding money. The last thing your family needs right now is
dancing | essons. I coul d off e
OWe only accepted it becal
money. O
Heclmed his eyes for a momen
your fat her did what he did

deci si ons. ltds no wonder th.
bank. l ©dm not even sure hebo
someone who paysfof hi s debts for hi m.
up back in the same hole heos
0Surely that doesndt have t
oNot i f someone tal ks some
he wondt | isten to his daught
car i es some financial weight k6 ¢
o0Then what I am supposed t
sisters get kicked out of the
oDondét you get it? Youdr e
ol candt | i st e fathdr thiswap. uHetsa | |
an honorable and good man. 6
oYes but he is also naive &
She crossed her arms, suddenly feeling vulnerable.
ol wouldno6ét do that i f | we
oWhat ? Cross my ar ms? Wh y

0OBecause wthanmlg vulures in &his room.
There are some men who would like nothing more than to take
advantage of you, and your dr e
to conceal all of you. o

She blushed and quickly put her arms back at her sides.
She didméttonshow any cl eavage
|l i ke this for women of my. . . 0
bosom.

ol under stand. I wanted t
the wrong kind of attention.
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She glancedver her shoulder at a scrawny middle aged
man who wagrinning at her. She cringed.

OHeds Tom Smith. Heds as s
money, but he gets his way with available and gullible women.
Heds not much to | oo fgleachdullibkeu t

young women he wants to marr.)
going to be rich but they end
make it to the preacher before he has his way with them. They
think since theyore atbhengage int o

sexual activity, but as soon as he gets what he wants, he change

his mind. Hereds the troubl e
women choose to play here. Wi
marrying into money, but they have to be camfich man they
pick. A couple of men in this
oWhat a horrible place this
0l guess it depends on youl

coming. If you stay true to God and obey His Word, you can pick

out which people to acdegnd which ones to avoid. Most of the

people here are respectable. ¢

C didndt realize you were
ot something | adve

t advertise it eith

, Sue, 6 he began, oyo

theyright thingt boit hale you considered that

t

s

ot OO O O
~—

oo
o>~ r———

O<
o C

her options avail abl
easy for you to sa\

—
-
o

S . Someti mes mo
s. 0

oghei dbefod et hato
tell your friends

—
>
QD

o
-+
OXOMm~—T0 ~—=oS© MO

you have any fr
have peopl e | don

oo0ror—Hh (S OC O

—om™—=
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ONot really. 't sounds | ol
him. He had money but he had no one to share it with.

ol have an idea, 0 he inter
Leroy is the president of the
nine on Monday and | 61l | arran.
meeting, some membersl diome up with a possible plan for
your situationb u t it was vetoed becau
votes in your direction. Coni

and | think if another board member and | sit with you at the
meeting, he will agreetwit t he t er ms. ¢

She didndét hide her surpri s
you do that for me?6

He shrugged. 0l see the m
out and they are either old enough to be your grandfather or out
for one thing. If you were ten yeamsinger, you would have a

chance at a decent man i n th
anymore. o0

ol feel so pretty,d6 she sa
she knew he spoke the truth, it still stung.

oYou are pretty. Youdre |

That made her feel better.

oWhat do you say? Woul d vy
Monday?o6

Wh at did she have to | ose?
nine. o6 | t beat the alternati
someone she was forced to be with.

Jennié r wal ked back to them.
over, Mr. Mitchell, 6 she gent|l

Sue coul dndt believe the vy
act as I f she wasndt even ther

Jake politely smiled at Jel
a break. | m sure you understand that with this being Miss
Lewisd first soci al gathering
friend al one. 6
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oPerhaps | can introduce h
of fered. olt wouldndt be rigt

0O Maydrxt nti me. 06

She gave a slight pout before she nodded and left.

He sighed with relief. 0St
dance?6

Sue shrugged. OWhy not ?
the dress. I suppose it woulc

He ledher to the dance floor and took her in his arms.
oWedre not friends, d6 she q

you really think itds appropr.i
0l dondt know. Who says w
we were having a good congetsi 0 n . Didnodot yol
She considered their di scu
friendship but | suppose youodr
He grinned. 0OAt the very
on the dance floor. o
0OTrue. You havewrdt 60st eppec

OAnd thereds something I [
woul dndt pretend to | ike me t
too honest for that. o6

oThank vyou. I appreciate
enjoyed the rest of the night.
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C[yaptev Three

Iake spent four hours preparing the contract that he and Justin

pl anned out in hopes of hel pir
could go over the board member
rationally with Conrad who would be in his office on Monda
He and Justin waited in the lobby of the bank a little before nine
for Sueds arrival

Justin chuckled next to him.

oOWhatds so funny?6 he aske
comical about a business meeting.

oDid you hear whatkMns806Lev

He shook his head.

o00On Saturday, she went ove
threatened to lasso his buggy and hang it by the barn rafters unles
he paid her father the money he rightfully owed him. When he
refused to listen to her, she lassoedrte fvheel and used a
horse she borrowed to pull it to his barn. He realized she was
serious, so he made the proper restitution. Then she thanked him
as i f nothing was wrong and Wwe
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Jake stared at hi m. oDi d s

He nodded. 6 Now whenever Mr . Wi
makes the sign of the cross and runs the other way. His wife
apologized to her and gave her a little more money for the
injustice her husband did to Hema t her . Wh aigd 0 s
that his wife now adores hecbe use he doesnodt
l ying to anyone anymore.o

He laughed and shook his he&dod for herAppar ent
sheds a force to be reckoned v

oMy wife and Kkids adore he
chil drenfés story he&ersbohatl gh
t o r
a

get on her bad side. Ther e
oWell, George is anxious f
will veto the board vote. o

Sue walked into the bank. He hid his disappointment at
the sight of her. She had hair pulled back into that obnoxious
bun again. After seeing her with her hair down, he wanted to pull
those pins out so her hair would fall softly over her shoulders
again. She was beautiful but seemed determined not to show it.
He forced his observan aside and followed Justin and her into
Conradds office. He coul dndt
hips. The green dress was ol
hide her figure.

She sat in the chair across from Conrad and properly
greeted Imn. George stood to the side of the room so he could
hear the presentation. Her [
realize shewassotenSehe s scar ed.

Justin sat in the chair next to her while Jake stood and
presented the contract to Conrad, outyjrthe plan for getting
her fatherds debt reduced to
back on track.

OWe can teach him what we
so he wondot f all into more de
wondt go baohkludeht o it, éd Jake c
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He waited for Conrad to speak. Surely, his boss would
show her the compassion she needed. To his horror, Conrad
turned to his son.

oWhat do you think, Georage?~-

t

ol oppose it. ltds too ri
gua antee her father wild.l foll c
already breaking the ones he
we foreclose and sell his prorg

Jake cringed at Sueds gasp
think this though. Money is important, | grant you that, but it
i sndt the only thing to consi
who live in this house and farm this land. There are children still
l'iving there. 6

Conrad took a deep bforevart h.
It is time | hand over the hard decisions to my son. We will go
with Georgeds plan. o

ol woul d advise against th
will see how you treat the Lewis family, and | guarantee you that
they will not like it. Sometimessitbest to do what will bring in
more clients. 6

OWe are the only bank in tt

0 P e r, bu pesple can go to the next city if they want.
This is the perfect opportunit

0This is just o®ea differeanoe Witly .
our wealthy customers. 6

oBut it wi || make a differ
candt afford to throw peopl e ¢

0That s enough, Jake, 6 Con
my decision. George is old enough to take ogdyahk. As of
next mont h, I wi || be retirinc

ol will say one thing, Mr.

Jake recognized the anger bubbling beneath the surface of
her cool exterior.
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oPeopl e wildl find out about
at the library, anidhave access to many of the citizens of the city.
They wil | know what you deci d:¢
walked out of the office.

Jake ran after her. 0Sue,
somet hing el se. 0

She stopped andpptedatekwbal yoa t
and Mr. Monroe did today. You are not cold hearted, but | do see
how your hands are tied. | will make it clear that you and Mr.
Monroe did your best to help. | know what my option is at this
point, and I will accept it. o

He knew shemeant that she would marry someone old
enough to be her grandfather
property. 0OThere has to be ar

She shook her head. 0OThank

He watched her as she left.

Justin wal ked over twooroWwn m.
bank. | dondt c a@ithex 6t o wor k he

*k*

Jake packed his suitcase as he scrambled to get his thing
ready for the three day trip to Michigan. r&eas no love lost
between him and his fatherer since his father walked out on
him and his mother. Though he was ten at the time, the memory
still stung. During the divorce, his mother managed to obtain half
of his fatherds wealth which
he turned twentthree. He vowed that he would not let her
heartache go in vain, so he carefully invested the money until it
guadrupled. Now he could live the rest of his life in comfort, but
since he had no wife or children, he focused all of his energy into
his work. Upon his f ambféis 6s
fatherds will, whi ch mentione
almost refused to attend the reading of the will but decided it was

28



An Inconvenient Marriage

his due after growing up without a father. How a man could leave
his wife and child, he would never understand.

He took the first train he could out of town and went to
Mi chi gan. The ride wasndt so
books he had been meaning to read. He particularly enjoyed
Shakespeare and could read those over and over. He considere
going to New ¥rk City and checking out a Shakespearean play
soon. It had been a long time since he went to the theater. It
would be a much needed break after the stress at the bank.

He shook his head as he th
For a beautiful woman tawe to live a life confined to a grouchy
old husband who would most likely only pay attention to her
when he wanted her body mé#&de stomach turn. Skea s n 6 t
bad as he originally thought. After talking with her at the dance,
he learned that there wasore to her than her abrasive
mannerisms. He considered the possibility that she presented
herself to the world as being a woman who was so strong she
didndt need a man so that peo|]
she was a spinster. He knew helugky. A man could remain
unmarried his entire life and not suffer public disapproval because
of it.

He forced aside his thoughts and picke@ihgopMerchant of
Venice He always enjoyed this comedy the most. The women in
Shakespear ed s bgidandyeadeanrsg rae Sug. uHe t
shook his head again. What was he doing? He made it a point tc
help people as much as he coul

he coul d do, he | et the matte
her?

He put the book inik briefcase and took out the Bible
i nstead. He wasnot sure what

man di dnot have Whatand | tdodo about kim?s
He turned to the book of Proverbs because it contained a great
deal of wisdom. He used it a regular basis as a guide for his

i fe. Not t hat he didnot r e a
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particular book had the most influence in his business dealings.
He credited it with his success. He read the entire book during
the next half hour.tl wasndét a | ong book
He also stumbled upon the answer to his question. It came from
Proverbs 23:9.

Do not speak in the hearing of a fool,
For he will despise the wisdom of your words.

Jake set the Bible down and realizedh& pointless to
argue with any other stupid ideas George came up with. If
Conrad was determined to run his business into the ground by
handing over crucial business decisions to someone who put
money before people, then he was going to reap the rethdts o
foolish choice. Talking to Conrad or George would only be a
waste of his time.

Lord, there must be something | can do for Sue Lewis. Wh
possibly be?

*k*

The next day, Jake sat i
deliberately skipped the fusleto show how little he thought of
his father. To his surprise, no one else attended the funeral either
It was hard to feel sorry for his father, though it did make him
wonder who would bother to come to his funeral. He pushed
aside the funny sensatim the back of his mind as the lawyer
entered the office.

0Jake Mitchell, itds a ple
said as he shook his hand.
ol wi sh | could say the sa

somet hing el se. o
oOYour wlaatnlber andedaithyp man t o

30



An Inconvenient Marriage

ol dm sorry, Mr. Barnett. |
getting upset. | dm sure you &
ol t r y e snoledloeshow th&t he took no offense
to Jakeds earlier bland greet.i

They sat across from each other.

0 Y o ather Had no other children besides you. At least,
there were no children that w
any women after the divorce s
once you see the amount of mo
youmadether i p. 0

He handed Jake a piece of
tot al assets. Jakeds eyes wic
his net worth with his fatherH:¢

oOThere is one stipulation
money, 6 Mowlyst8tedr net t s

Jakeds ey eleavenitato that wnard to make me
miserable fromthe gyad. r i ght , 6 Jake sai d
What are his terms?5¢6

0OYou must marry a woman a
months. He always regretted leaving yourmat and di d
his example to turn you off from marriage. He used to say that

|l eaving her was when his [|ife
weeks ago that he came to Christ and got saved. | guess it gav
him lots to consider as he laid in the Ipoi t a | bed wai"
oWhy six mont hs? Why not ¢
oHe f el in |l ove with your
He rolled his eyes. oANnd |
OHe thought the grass was |
afterhavingaheart attack, he quicklI:

brings me to the qualifications that this woman you are to marry
must possess. She must be a virgin, for sexual purity became a b
thing for him. She must be a Christian who pursues honorable
work, T she is out of her parents
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with her family so she knows the importance of being with loved
ones. o0

oThis woman is the total C
noted.

oYes. |l notice that too. 0

oTel | me , di d " keseans tha henhas h
everything else planned out fc

ol know his met hod for g
unorthodox, but it is legally binding. He heard you were still
single and didndét want you to
wonderful woman 6

OWho can control me and ma
know what women are like. | have married friends who are stuck
at home, helping with the kids and unable to do anything fun
because if they were able to have fun, it would mean they would
get treir manhood back which is what every woman hopes to
el iminate. 6

OYou have an unexpectedly r
oWell , isndét that why he | e€
ol't wasndt her fault. She

him happy. He just refused to beevalue until he was ready to
die. o

My mother was an honorable ®@dman. di dnodét de
did to her.

OAnyway, this is the will,
yourself, 6 Mr. Barnett said a
you decidetofol® t hr ough with your f a
to be at the wedding to verify your marriage and | must stay with
you for one week, unannounced, to make sure you two are living
in the same house. Then at the six month mark, | will stop by to
give you thanoney. Actually, | can give you half of it at the
wedding. The other half will be due at six months. What do you
say?6o0
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Jake carefully read every word of the will, his jaw
clenching more and more as he read each paragraph. Only his
father could conttchis life after death. He almost rejected the
money when a thought occurred to hidalf of this money will not
only pay off the Lewis debt, but it will be enough to cover thei
expenses for the next year and it will provide Sue Mitiviagdonfortak
the rest of her life. Then after six months, she can go her way al
mine and | will live very well off the remaining half bfithkeiimoney.
God was answering his prayer t
expected his prayéw be answered, but sometimes God used
unconventional means to solve a problem. After all, Jonah lived
to tell of his experience after he was swallowed by a whale.

Jake | ooked at Mr. Barnett.

*k %

Jake wasnot a bl e idayoafterneoh,u r n
which made him rush through a quick dinner before he bathed
and dressed. He would be going to the dance but the business he
usually tended to at these dances would focus on one person. Su
would most likely be there, ready to say yeséoraage with any
available bachelor who offered it. As much as he hated the idea o
being married, he knew any woman who settled for an old man
just to bail her father out of debt would be more miserable than
he would be for the next six months. It lddoe better for her
too, if she only had to confine herself to marriage for six months
to him instead of a lifetime to an old man who only valued her for
her body.

| 81l gi ve Miss Haelwlesnhienrhed i t
would let his fathego bankrupt.

He arrived at the dance at his usual time and tipped Henry.

ol ol I be waiting for y ou
promised.
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0Tha

n k
wai ted fo
worry abo

y o e liked the facs that Henry always
rr- him whenever he we
ut finding another d

on such short notice. Il wasnc
but | discovered a business opportunity too good to pass up and if
| dondt act on it t ounnitg hét , | &1

oMy wife and children are
to take you anywhere you want
he confided. OYoudre steady e

He smil ed. ol f things go
guesttotakeot her home. O

ol t hought you said you h
tonight. o

oPart business, part pl eas.t
to it.o

He nodded.

Jake entered the building, adjusting his dark blue tie with
thin white diagonal stripes on ilt matched his dark blue suit.
He wasndt superstitious by na:
he wore this particular suit in the past, he succeeded in all of his
business transactions.

0Good evening, Mr . Mi t chel
OMay yotrmakeoat and hat, sir?06
o0Yes, you may, Mr. Evans, 0

bl ack coat and hat and handed
Mi ss Lewis?0

0The new blond who is wear
wore | ast week?6

He grimaced. He wdered why she would do something
as tacky as wear the same dress to two dances in a row bu
reminded himself that she probably used all the money she had tc
buy that dress and didnot hav
He tried not to let his distasteosr. Thank goodness Mr. Evans
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warned him before he saw her and reacted poorly at the sight of
her . 't woul dndt be a good we
0She is on the dance fl oor,
0oThank you.o6 He slipped hi
and hat.

OAnyti me. I 61 1 keep a cl os

He nodded and walked further into the building. He knew
that Mr. Evans took better care of coats and hats than the other
doorman did, so he made it a point to enter the building when Mr.
Evans was at thedr.

As he walked into the ballroom, he saw Jennifer Gordon
laughing and whispering to one her friends who was just as
gossipy and giggly as she was. He sighed when he realized the tw
girls were making fun of Sue who was dancing with the seventy
yearadl man who had his eyes gl uece
know what was worse. Watching old man York staring at her
bosom or the fact that Jennifer and a few others in the room
believed Sue was making a public spectacle of herself.

Two things are fa&r sur o n e , |l &m not goi
the rest of the night and two
agrees to my plan.

Just as he was about to walk onto the dance floor, Chad
Walker stopped him. Chad Walker was of the wealthies
clients atthe bank, so he had to talk to him. At least York

woul dndt grope her in public,.
0 Mr . Wal ker , how are you t
Are you |l ooking forward to Chr
OWith Christmas beingouwo
doing her wusual yuletide shop

bill every tl s he comes ghomered. H 0 E
sensi bl e woman and only ©purch
complain too much. ¢

OWi Il you be going to Richr
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ol had thought about it. Her relatives live there. We

spent Thanksgiving with my si
turn. What will you be doing
owith any |l uck, I o1 | be wel
He raised his dyamfirmed bashelorn i
|l i ke you has decided to sett]l e
oltds a |l ong story but yes.
oOYoudre not going to ask
know sheds pretty but sheds st
the honeymoon. o
O0No Mi ss Gor dromt in dtedda |
considering Miss Sue Lewis. 6
He | ooked i mpressed. 0She
sheds got a heart of gol d. My

of her. Actually, she is part of the reason | wished to speak with
youtonighwhi | e things are friendly
Jake stood at attention, aware that the conversation was
going to be serious. oWhat i s
OMi ss Lewis has been tell il
George Leroyds decision to ve
help her fenily. Now, under ordinary circumstances, | would not
allow such a thing to influence my business dealings. However,
my wife is very fond of Miss Lewis and has insisted that |
withdraw my accounts from the bank on Monday. | will be
transferringallofmyccount s t o the bank
He sighed. ol candot say |
and his father that this woulc
oOWhen are you going to ope
often discussed the possibilit
ol have tre ofwaiinvestrheats to mature
before | have enough funds to buy the building across the street
from the dress shop. | should have it open shortly after New
Year ds Day. ¢
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OHmm. . . I n that case, I can
there until then. | will wab transfer my funds to your bank.
My wi fe wild./ be relieved. We
town but saw |l ittle choice. 6
OMr. Walker, if you dondot
my pl an? I dondt wish for G
With Georgebds ethics, itds har
He nodded. 0l wunderstand. ¢
He was relieved.
ol &l I |l et you rescue Miss 1

Jake was surprised by the protective urge that came over
him when he saw the old man
This is going toobtowaandootdt
you, 6 he politely told Mr. Wal

Chad walked back to his wife who was talking with her
good friends.

Jake tried his best to not scowl at Mr. York who was
bragging to Sue aiou hi s coin col |l ecti or
York, Miss Lewis,d6 he interrurg

They stopped dancing.

She looked relieved when Mr. York released his hold on
her.

0 Mr . Mjudt thér redn | wanted to see. Mr . Y o
smiled and shook his hand.

Jake retred his smile though i

how greasy his pal ms were. 0
see you. 66

oYes. Wel | I h e hewid and/imen t
family. |l hadndot realized that M
hedeady to take over t he bar
di sappointed in the decision [

oYes, It i s Juptthow neanygeopld Keosv® s i
di dndt know one woman <coul d h
peopl e. He di dnotmed or onvpressed.e t |
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OActually, I had a question f
would be willing to dance witdt
0Oh, I dondt Know. Wedr e

he argued. He winked at her.
She smiled but it seemed forced 0 Of cour se,

oOANnd | am very grateful s h
company since you kept her away from men who would take
advantage of her while | was :

asked her if she would marry me last week, bsaghéhad to
wait until tonight for her answer. So after | returned from
Michigan today, | came right by here to see what her answer is. |

hope you dondét mind that | got

oOYou didndot t efrdwnechathemabout t

She looked flusted as she tried to think of something to
say.

0l asked her to keep it a
know she thinks youdre a very
t hought you were fifty?o6

oDid she now?06 He smiled, ¢

0 S h e Slkeiwdnted to dance with you last week, but |
got jealous and insisted she spend her affections on me. | am sur
you can understand my reason.
me . O

00h, wel | now, Mr . Mi t chel
coul dnodtt htiankge tshoame bel ongs to
OSue, you are very precious a
|l eaving Mr. Mi tchell for me,
and | mu s t keep my Il oyalties
him, andifyob r e a k Mr . Mitchell 6s he
with me. | hope you can move on and not dwell on what might
have been with me. ¢

ol ...l dondt know what to s

ol f ear danthigde ,s ovme Mi t ©ohMe |
Mitchell may notbas char ming or attrac
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good man and heol | treat Heyou
softly pushed her to Jake and quietly walked away.

Jake expected her to express her relief over being saved
from a marriage with an old man, buteiad of gratitude, she was

upset.

oYou have a | ot of nerve, o

OExcuse me?0 he asked.

o | had him exactly where |
for me. He was just offering

0So am I .6 Nowehte was (g eutstti
marry me. Werendt you | isteni

She rolled her eyes. 0The
6save med from him.é

oONo. Though 1t was a ni ce
heat . You can do better than

ol figumwe heaveoensirh | onger
pay my fatherds debts off. 6

ol can pay that off just a
have to spend six months married to me instead of years married
to him. | offer the better de

She gasped. ayyoul see namiage? Aslae
business deal ?6

0This one i s. I wi || expl .
me . 0

She crossed her arms and remained still.

0l warned you not to do t he

She quickly put her arms b
alright?6

Odondt wunderstand you. | ©
York is any day of the week. 6

olf you were desperate to
to great | engths too. o

ol wouldnoét know that kind

family. And quite frankly,tifh at 6 s what familyy
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then count me out. o6 He took &
anyone could get him riled up,
dance so | can talk to you? We can even pretend to be friends
whil e we do it.o
oYoudriemi ng all my chances
0l dm giving you the best «cf
OAl right. But 1 dm not goir
oFai r dhmsasudhl.hate marriage for myself. Won
are difficult to manage when it comes lterigmarezethe wayis
body responded with pleasure ¢
| go into detail, | need to ask you a question. The answer is
probably yes but | need to co\
Her jaw dropped and she st
par don?od
ol al I t
respond | i
would move again.
0Since wedre discussing per
He grinned at her maartcagm. V
change that. o
0OYou are speaking in riddle
ONot really. Hereds the s|
and left a will. 1 am his sole heir and am entitled to everything he
owned on one condition. | have to get married to a woman who
is a Christian who does honor a
with her parents, and is a virgin. She must also be close to het
family. | only have to be married for six months. Then | can get

ke your horrified |
e that. o6 He |l ed her

an annul ment . Hereds thele goo
told her how much money he would receive on the wedding day.
Her eyes grew wide. OHe he
0That 0s onl vy hal f . I wi |

wedding gift to you. | will receive my part of the money after six
months is up.©6
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ol cavihysegeoudre tempted to
oThat s a | ot of money. 0O

0So, you can see that t his
business transaction. o

She frowned. ol dondét kno
a marriage Iinto a business deec

olhitnk itds better than wha
Mr . Yor k, dondt you? I f you
you get money SO you can sav:
better cause can a person have

OYou woul de allef#eé hopey gou wikgetron
the wedding day?5d6

oYes. I 61 | even draw up &
over to make sure itds alll | ec

0OAnd | wondt have to have s

oCorrect. You will be as r

0Thenewed@lnl aggnul ment and gt

oYes. No one -wien ssihtuwdti on

ol want to take the contr ac
at it.o

0 Of course, 0 he agreed. C
anything | ess. o

0Shoul d he bank onpMorgy tot pick up the
contract?56

0As |l ong as you come befor
meetings for the rest of the ¢

ol f this is |l egitimate, yol

He smil ed. 0OAnd who knows"
friendsinstead@r et endi ng to get al ong
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Cbaptev Four
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Suec”)s head was spinning by the

She didndét know whether to tr
for her coat and slipped it over her shoulders by thefehd o
dance and escorted her to his personal taxi driver, Henry
Reynolds, who congratulated them on their engagement and took
her home. Jake walked with her to the front door of the
apartment and wished her a good night and said he would see he
at the bak on Monday.

It al most seemed too good
marrying for love. She had always hoped to marry for love, but a
spinster whose father was up to his eyeballs in debt could hardly
expect her prince to waltz through the door anchiakkeff to his
enchanted castle where they would live happily ever after. She
read enough books to understand the difference between fairytale:
and reality. She could be content with marrying Jake to fulfill a
business agreement.

The next day, Belinderd her a telegram asking her to
come by for a snack in the af
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house since it wasnot too far
arrived at the two story, thr
old daughter came running ouhtay her.

0Goddy, Miss Sue, 6 the girl

0Good day, Tracy. How ar e

0l dm doing good. My ma ma
more now that youdre getting r

Sue sighed. She coul dndt
qgui ckl vy. angdmee Did Jakerdd this?t e | |

0 Mr York said that you we.]

had to put a stop to your advances before you broke Mr.
Mitchell ds heart. 6

She rolled her eyes. Mr. York would be eager to tell
everyone how she adored him. She fohegdstomach ache
aside. The very memory of feeling his arms around her and his
cbaccidental 6 slip on her bott
least with Jake, she felt comfortable.

Belinda showed up at the front door, holding her newborn

son in her arms O0Sue, how wonder f ul
hoping youdd come by. 6
OHow are you today, Belinde

Tracy followed Sue into the house and followed her and
Belinda to the parlor.

OWill you please sit?06 Beli

Sue nodded and sat on the pinlkoto Tracy sat next to
her. Belinda loved pink and frilly things. Sue always felt more like
a tomboy next to her childhood friend. She preferred blues and
greens and solid colored furnishings. Her tastes were simpler as
well. Belinda loved to fill@daroom of her house with countless
figurines andknickknacks Sue would rather fill her place with
books and travel brochures.

oWould you mind holding |I|i
some coffee and cookies?6 she
Sue nodded. mI®d®d | ove t o |
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OWho knows? Maybe you can
when you hold your own |little
take our children to the park

Before Sue could answer, Belinda handed her the baby and
left the room. She sighed as Isélel the baby in her arms. He

was sl eeping. She hadndot exp
made her f eel over whel med. S
s he fidt i n wi t h Bel i ndads WO

married. She hated theunwritten | e t hat sai d s
much time with her childhood friend as long as she was a spinster.
| f she want ed to be around
understand the need for such a rule, but she merely wanted to se
Belinda and talk to her.

Suddely she felt sad. She was only worth something
because she was going to marry someone. Otherwise, very fev
people cared she exist&klinda cares. She always cared. It was
her husband that forbade her to socialize with me unleg§sd was me
a woman have to blindly foll ov
maintain her own personality and interests even if she was
married? Did Jake think that he could control her once they
married?Ther eds no way | 61 bwnlperson. hi
Just because | change my | ast

Belinda returned with the coffee and cookies. She set the
tray on a white table decorat

napkin in your | ap if you wist
0 ¥s, Mama, 6 she obeyed as
out.
ol wi || take him so you ¢
offered.

Sue handed him back to her.
have a child of her own. Pushing aside the depressing thought,
she turned herttantion to Belinda who sat in the chair across
from her.
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0So, how did you get engag

wonder ed, her eyes wide in int
opposed to marriage. What i s
0Ther e i s n aryisgenerse he.can re¢ewed s
his fatherds i nheritance. Re
of the coffee and added some sugar.
ol heard that he coul dnot
abandoned him and his mother v
d.

She glanced &ter f r i en oOHow do
about hi m?o0

OMy husband does business
he needs financial assistanc

Jim Hawke waswdélln own f or hi s st or e
and Horse Supplies. He made a deceantdivi but he di d
his money very well so he consulted Jake for investing advice. Su
considered t hat Jakeds advic
recently got the diamond necklace.

OOH, just r emembe rhepmleyiooutr n
of hercoatpc ket and handed it to h
me borrow it two Fridays in a

oOYoudre welcome, 6 Bhapgyritd a
worked. You snagged the most sought after bachelor in Virginia.
| hear about him from the luncheons atthe Lacs 6 Hal |
man women want to marry and r

e
r

l ucky. Anyway, youdll get to
I n fact, youdl |l be one of the
wi || |l ove you. o

O0Because | 0Odetlthe bup down. She Toét he® h ¢
appetite. Was her life really going to revolve around luncheons
and other pointless social endeavors?

ORi ch women are treated |
tremendous jump. 6

ol dm only marrying met.kHe be
can only receive his fatherds
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months. | agreed to it because | will get half the money which will
cover my fatherds debts. o

0So this is a business arre

She nodded. OAnd hs. will ¢

She frowned. ol di dnodt k n
having children?o

oONo. We agreed to keep it

0Then we candt go to the ¢
once sixXx months is wup, I won

anymore. enl wolrlsebéeé heugh since
woman. O

ol't will be an annul ment. 0

oStill, I had hoped this w
best friends again. o

ol dondt think 10611 be goi
either. | like my life, Belinda. hj@y my quiet time in my
apartment where | can be alone and read. | like sitting in the

library surrounded by books. | like visiting my family on the farm
and helping with the cattle and fixing things around the place. |
like racing my siblings on ther¢es and lassoing cattle. What do
you spend your day doing?6
OEntertaining guests and |
l uncheons and playgroups for
oDo you ever get to travel

0Jim doesndt l i ke to sditave
works out. Once you get married, you learn to enjoy entertaining
at home and doing social activ

OMarriage sounds boring if
do. 6

00Oh, youol | l earn to |ike
In

e
lk du

Qt O

t hings,enydadtuh 6s fun. o6 Bel
oTry this. Itds my new reci pe
She reluctantly took the <cc
0Do you know much about Jak
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oONot really. |l met him be
at the bank. 6

0 lheard about that. Why did you keep going there and
causing such a fuss?6

o0Do you remember the parab
widow and the judge? She kept going to his office to take care of
a wrong that was done to her and the only reason he teak car
the problem was because she wt
the same thing, my father would be able to keep his land and
house. 0

olt worked. Jake is marryi
bail your father out oyfoudedadn
qguit . o

She sighed. oOHe call ed me
nag?a6

0OYoudre very...persistent.
you, you dond6ét give up until 'y

oJust the kind of attribut
dondthyok?4d

0Since youdre not staying 1
what kind of personality you F

oln other words, I wi || ma k

o0l didnoét say that. Youdr e
You have a lot of great things going for.you Y osgidnatee p &
stongwi | | ed, persistent, and bol

0OAnd what 1is it that men we

oWel I , Jim tells me t hat

submissive to their husbands. You know, women dhesloift
spoken, delicate, sweet, and obediént
0 How @ne yoe allowed to do anything you want or

i's it al | about what he want s~
0Sue, dondét be so negative.
ol donot t hi nk | care much
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oOYour attitude is exactly
|l ong. Men donodt oseavhat thew esayern
want . 0O

o0Tell me, do you agree witht
just go along with it to pl eas:s

ol find the easiest way to

happy. Marriage is hard work and the woman does a lot of
sacrificing, Wt if she does what he wants, he is happy. And when
heds happy, things are better
got the necklace? He gives me nice things when | do what he
wants. o

To Sue, this sounded like a dog being rewarded for

performing a trick 0l 8dm not going to f«
Belinda. I dondt agree with
understands that Il &m not goi n
all over me. ¢

0Jim doesndot wal k alll over
him. 6

OHe does dictate who you c:
know why |1 dm such a threat to

OHeds afraid youol!l put i de

Sue set the cookie down an
What kind of ideas would | put

She lookedmb ar r assed. ONot hing
said anything. 6

ol dondt want to forget th
hi m?¢é

She sighed. oBecause you |

figures when you maydake wil a me you. 6
o0ls that what Jake sai d?o

ONo. |l tds just the way th
and the women foll ow. 0
o0l dondot agree with that.

and women are equal before God. The husband is the head of the
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family, but since he loves his wife, he wilbiogyt value her
opinion and want to do things that are pleasing for her. It is a
|l ove relationship where both s

0Jim says the Bible says
husband. o

oDid he also mention how t
submit to each other? Or how the husband is to love his wife as
Christ loved the church and gave Himself up for it? Would Jim
put your interests ahead of hi

ol can see why Jim feels t
dear friend, but your words amgsetting to me. Jim sets the tone
for this house and | foll ow al

OHe bosses you around. 0

ol take it that is how you

oYoudre right, Belinda. i
Jim may get away with thirtm but
my | ife. I wi || mai ntain my
God made me the way He did for

olf youdre not careful, h e
six months are up. o

She cringed. 0l dm not a pe

ol d m jng that if yow want to keep your husband
happy, you have to bend to whe

OEven if it displeases me?¢
0That s what submission is
0So my opinions dond6t matt e
oWhat <could be more import

his face?6
0 Bing who | really am. | would rather be single and be
who | am than | ive such a mi se
Belinda sighed sympathetic
You are going to be alone onc
l ong time. O
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ol hope yndiflgd backbhomem I find this
conversation very distressing
coat.

o | am sorry. Pl ease, dond
wondt mention it again.?o

She suddenly realized she was doing the same thing that
Jmprobhl'y did to her. oNo, Bel
your opinion. I should all ow
sorry. Can we agree to disagr

She smil ed. ol would I|ike

oThank you. 06 She sat back

cortinue their conversation.

*k %

On Monday, Sue arrived at the bank around ten. As soon
as George saw her, he stomped up to her and ordered her to
leave.

ol dondt appreciate you cc
Vvicious rumors youdatper,read abolt

She placed her hands on her hips and smiled in

satisfaction. oOYou mean peop
How fl attering. 6
He scowled at her. oOYoudr
everything | can to bring you
She | awgrhegadu.st @l si mple | ib
finding a deep dark secret | oc
0Get out of my bank. 6
oWhat are you doing with m
as he walked up to her. He p

he beingmeantoo u ? 6
She found Jakeds protecti ve
oYou canodoo6 6BGeorsgeioakled h
when did you want to be with F
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OEver since she showed wup

You would be surprised with how good deanci ng i s
answered. oONow, i f youdl |l e X
di scuss in my office. Come a
di sturb you. Hi s bark is wor s

She mutely allowed him to gently lead her into his office.
He shutt he door so that George ¢
would discuss.

OWill you have a seat?d6 he

She struggled to overcome her shock as she sat in the
chair.

He sat in his chair and pulled out the document from his
desk drawer. He glanced atwanen she di dndt
OAre you feeling alright??5¢6

She nodded.

oOWhen have you dwer woeeamns ?

grinned. 0Dondt mind George.
feathers al/l ruffled. 6
OHeds not what he apgssbatrs.
heds not. Thereds venom in hi
He waved his hand as i f to

handle him. Besides, once | finalize my purchase on the empty
building across from the dress shop, | will own my own bank and
he wondt ebme amy morrehld

Her ear s per ked up at t hi
opening another bank? That 0s
option. 6

ol di dnodt expect you to k
obviously enjoying her enthusiasm.

00f course | aprte. in thishdity svill beo f

Very few people like George Leroy. They are fond of his father
but they worry about what wil/
oConrad wil/ retire after
take over. Wi t h &ha panklbythdn., I | o
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have to hand it to yo Youo\

bank, and heds one the most pr
0 Mr s . Wal ker and | tal k ab

books we should order and maintain at the libr&he loves

|l iterature as much as | do. o
0 Mr . Tobi as and Mr . El an

morning about their desire to stop business at this bank. Their
wives are good friends with Mrs. Walker and are just as upset
about what George and Conrad did taryfamily as she is. You
may not realize it but your opinion pulls a lot of weight in this
town. | never considered the power of women interacting
together and influencing thei
take you dancing mathi encd. asyYol
for business. 0

She frowned. Was he going to make her attend luncheons
and dinner parties too? She had to put a stop to this as soon as
possi bl e. 0l have no intenti
work daytime hours and dot wish to leave home after a long
day at work. o

He shrugged. 0That 1is fine
me on Fridays. o

oYou do understand what | ¢

0l dm not a moron. I get |
confine yourselftoourbos e i n the evenings,

She slowly nodded. o0Just
not going to do things just be

His face turned red with i

impression that | was going to boss you ara ? 6
oWell, no. Not yet. o
oLook, it ds not women who
marriage. Women are the ones who boss their husbands around
Before men get married, they can enjoy their hobbies, but a
woman comes along and decides what he can and canrot d
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dondt want yo dictating my |
and you wonot stand in the way

Now she was offended. Di d
dondt care what you do as | on
of f my f a&therds debt s.

0Good. Then i1tds settl ed.
pl ease and 108l I l'ive my |ife
on Friday nights so | can network with potential customers. |If |
dondt show up with you, nséde w

and insist their husbands do business somewhere else. Do yol
have a problem with that?5¢6
oNo, | dondét!o
0Then l et ©s get down to b
shoved the <contract at her
terms. O
ol 811 t akeer ibte ftoor emyl |saiwgyn i
ol know. Just bring i1t ba
| et my fatherodés | awyer know |
The sooner I can get the mone
can be cleared and the sooneryouf ami | 'y wonot
about George foreclosing on you. Then on May 20, | can annul
this marriage and receive my

Sso we can go back to our | ives
OFi ne. I wi || be back | at
muwh as you do. 6
OAt | east we can agree on s

She stiffly nodded and left the bank. He made her so mad
she wanted to scream. What right did he have to accuse her of
trying to control him? She had no such desire. It was men who
conroll ed women with their mi
your husbandso6é6 verse in the Bi

She went directly to the |
waiting room until he could squeeze her into his schedule. She
liked Mr. Gregory He was an honest and fair man who helped
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her family out in the past. After he read the contract, he gave her
his approval.

oltds all very c¢clear and p
wrong with it.o

0So | wondt |l ose anything?¢d

0The onlyinhdagggouofel osir

She snorted her opinion.
He shrugged as he handed it

and generous man. Not absalvd,y wi
but hedol I make provisions to
manag ment so they wondot fal/l i n

receive the remaining money into your personal account to do
whatever you see fit to do with it. You will be financially well off
for the rest of your 1|ife. Tt
That made her feel better. Her anger over her argument
with Jake earlier that day began to die down. She returned to the
bank, ignoring an irate George who glared at her, and entered

Jakeds office unannounced. H e
odm ready to sign it, o6 she

to be notarized to be official
0Good. Foll ow me. 6

She noted that he still sounded sour but was trying to be
polite. This only served to irritate her again.

0God mor ni negsmiledas theyiwalkedto Mr.
Monroeds office. 0Do you have

She shook her head at how he could be so pleasant to
someone who wasnod6t her or Geor

0OAs a matter of fact, I do
just finishd s ome paperwork and my n
for another ten minutes. Wh at
ol need you to notarize th

Mi ss Lewis. o
OAl right, o he sl owly repl i
supplies out. He called in twithesses.
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She signed her part of the document and he signed his
part. After the two witnesses signed their names, Justin finished
the process.

0This is an odd way to prorg
witnesses left his office.

OAs | ongdg has jiotb gethe, 6 Jake

oHere you go. 6 He handed J
contract. oWhat | engths you
customer . 6

ol would have offered you
married. o
| am st andemindgdhimer e, 6 s he
Marriage isndot alll bad, J.
w it, you can actually hay
m not interested in hayv
aving fun with me. We will have fun while we are

bhuatv ewef uwwo ntdatget her . 0

now when | dm not want ec
church on Saturday at r
I be sending a seamstr.
e your measurements for

al |

o0 OO0 =

—+

interes
mar

e

o S o>
X o I

at

—~ O/t O =

to
her.
OYoudreeadwa!l trying to dictat
replied.
0Give me a break. You <can
dress you wore to the dance two Fridays in a row, nor can you
show up in one of your peasant clothes. | do have an image to

maintaininthistown and | refuse to | et
oPeasant clothes?56
oYes. You may be pretty bl
desired. | am going to have a beautiful wedding which will
i mpress i mportant peopl e. Yol
oYou jtustMrwaiMi tchell. | Ol

wondt dictate anything el se |
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0OAs |l ong as you go dancing
you do. You can roll in the mud on your other days or go around
nagging the rest of the town. ¢

She was ready to thwv something at him so she quickly
turned to leave.

ol think youdve met your m:
before she left the bank.
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Cbaptev Five
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Iake spent the rest of the week fuming despite his best efforts to

putSie Lewis far from his mind.
and he was already dreading having her around his house. He
hadndét even been aware of her
a big part of his worldSix months. All | have to do is sunaxe the
six months and 10611 be free ac

Justin did his best to con
that bad of a woman. My wife speaks highly of her. She may not
be rich but she has found a way into the hearts of many
prominent women waitto inwtevher.to theif h e
l uncheons. 0

He gri maced. oBefore | k n
parties at my house. The next six months of my life are going to
be a |Iiving nightmare. 0

ol dondt Kknow. Sheds got

warm upthose cold winter nights. You might enjoy yourself so
much you wondét want to end t he
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ONo way, Justin. |l dm not
except to kiss her at the wedding and hold her hand or arm in
publ i c. This is a business ar

OArendt you the | east bit &

0 Of cour se, I am. But I
woman. They use their beauty trap men into marriage and the
next thing the men know, they are helping to host a variety of
dinner parties. | hope shemembers what | told her. | have
absolutely no intention of stopping my trips to the theater or
traveling abroad just because she wants to be strapped down tc
the house. 0

ONot every woman is |ike t
had youtiedtothehan but | dondt think
that Sue likes to read because she can live the adventures in thos
books. Maybe you should ask her to join you to the theater or on
one of your European excursior

oLi ke | would ask any womar

He shrugged. oYou might h
wi fe can be a good compani on.

He grunted his reply and |
wor k. He didndt care to hear
Justin who eimed to be happily married with two little kids that
clung to his pants whenever she stopped by with them. How
embarrassing it would be to have that happen to him if he was
trying to do business. He di
to think it was wte. Justin took it all in stridele s a br a
than | am.

He talked to the seamstress, Mrs. Parker, who was
working on Sueds wedding dres:
Sue to be made. He had seen her other skirts, shirts and dresse
and therewas no way those clothes had any place in his nice
house. oJust have your team
ar e befitting my soci al stat
humiliate him when she walked out of the house. People would
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be basing their opon of him based on how she presented
herself to the world, and though she had a great reputation,
people would expect her to dress better now that she was moving
up the social ladder.

Then he sat down and wrote a letter to her family
explaining the sittian, inviting them to the wedding and asking if
they could use new clothes and furniture. He had Henry hand
deliver the letter and requested a response before the end of the
next day so that he could make the appropriate arrangements. T
his surprise, dr entire family wrote a couple of sentences
expressing their enthusiasm over the marriage. They said they
di dndt have proper wedding cl
t hat to be done. He coul dn¢
underdressed to the biggesent of his life. They confessed that
they did need some new furnishings, so Jake asked the furniture
makers in town to confer with them on what they would like to
see in their home.

He had a wedding planner do all the arrangements at the
church for tle ceremony and reception. He wanted to have a
wedding that people would talk about for years to come, so he
spent as much as he dared. He had clients to impress and possibl
clients to win over. He decided to invite George Leroy, in case
people thoughitl of him for not including everyone. He secretly
hoped George would stay home but comforted himself with the
knowledge that so many people would be there that he could
easily ignore the irritating man.

As a last minute thought, he purchased a diamond
necklace and earrings and sent a telegram to Sue telling her the
these were for the wedding an
the dance that Friday since he would be getting his tuxedo made
for Saturday.

*k*
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It was a busy week, so he was relievesh \@aturday
mor ning Ccame. Despite Sueds
being too controlling, he was actually looking forward to the
wedding. He was eager to see how the church was decorated an
how good the fish and steak tasted. He knew Mrs. \Wittar
excellent job at her catering business. On Saturday morning, he
arrived at the church early so Henry could escort Sue and her
family to the church. It was bad luck for him to see her before
the wedding, so he stayed well out of sight in the greomr o0 o m.

However, an hour before the wedding, a loud knocking on
his door interrupted his meet]
already dressed and ready for the ceremony so he was ready t
open the door when someone from the other side yelled that it
was the bride who was knocking. He immediately locked the
door.

o | must speak with you, 6 S
side of the door.

oYou can talk to me after t

ol wi Il talk to you now.
door.

oNo way. You know what tr e

ol also know that traditior
thatds not the case either. o ¢
are an obstinate man! 6

0Then we are a good match
woman. 6 He grinned at his cl eve

oWhy did you buy my family

0Because they needed it. 6 )\
before a big ceremony?

oYou didnoét even ask me if

ol asked t hem Isadbthihghtcedy with a i ¢
you. O

0They are my family.o

OAnd in about an hour, they
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0Sue, we told you to go b
woman kindly told her.

oNo, Mot her, 6 Sue argued.
life and take overeverytmg and everyone in

0But we needed tind aevst Wwiomd
care about his wifebds family. ¢

He grinned. He was pleased that her family was enjoying
their new furniture and clothes. When he saw the condition of
their old things, he ag relieved that they agreed to it since he

coul dndét i magine people |iving
0 What i's he going to make
mot her . 0ols he going to star
Really, Jake. Wheredoes dli s mani pul ati on
OSue Mary Lewis, you get t
came a male voice.
oJeremiah, this is none of
oOSure it is when youdre m
yourself. You are downright impossible to deal wardoR my
sister, Mr . Mitchell. She was:s
ol dondt need any of you t

sorry! | am your daughter and your sister. Some family loyalty
woul d be nice. 6

OWe are being |l oyal, obwerét 't
you see that this is the best thing you can do for yourself? Do you
want to be a spinster for the

oYep, 6 Jeremiah added. ow
decent man would have you. You better count your blessings and
holdonb t hat one. 0

o | am not that horrible of
insist that | am i mpossible toc

0OBecause you are, 6 a group

o0oSome family you are, 06 she

Jake chuckled at the family drama ensuing on the other
side of the door.
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0 Mr . Mitchell, we <could g¢
Jeremiah offered. ol t mi ght
enough so that she wondot di st

through the church like a cat with its tail on fire as sshea
saw her dress. o

oThat 6s because | hate | ac
what | l i ke or dislike. You ¢
told Jake.

oltdéds just for your wedding

oNo. |l tds for théeenéxt si x

oOYou should act better t ha
oOYou dondt want to be so mis
Youdre always wanting to hold
right, you can hold one of yol

Jake cringed. Thatsvaot going to happen.

o0That will never happen, 6 s

At least we can agree odatketvas comforted by knowing
he had no desire to be intimate with her. Her continual nagging
made that easy for him.

oLet me tal k to &aellashé easkd.
himself through the door without Sue seeing Jake.

Jake immediately locked the door.

0Good morning, Mi ss Lewi s,
am sure you are aware of this arrangement. You did sign the
contract. 6

She cal med down.. |0 Ydeisd . 6

0And i n t hat contract, wa
clothing or your family aside

ONo. o

0OThen i snot Mr . Mi tchell t e

what he has done?6
Her silence was enough of an answer.
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0 We onl y -fiveaninges fefobeforg the wedding
we havendt decorated your
ng. o0

oVery well, 6 Sue resigned
e Mitchell . O

Jake rolled his eyes.

Mr. Barnett knocked ongh d oo r . o0The <co
Jake opened the door and let him in.

To his surprise, t he | awy
der ful woman. o

OHow can you say that?o6
0Because she is sincere an
t hi ng, s h etdimpraessopeoplenand shg wilh g
o |l et you know exactly what
ss with her. And i f she ¢
thful for 1ife.o

oFalling in |l ove is the | a
d.

*k*

The moment of the wedding finally arrived and Jake stood
preacher in front of the altar. He knew that this day was
bridebds day and everyone v

why he spent so much time preparing Sue for this day. The
weddimg colors were light blue and white. He picked light blue
since it went with his tie. He had ordered blue ribbons and bows
throughout the church, and the bridal bouquet featured white
roses with a blue ribbon tying the flowers together. He supposed
thatwomen woul d prefer pink but

at

his wedding, so he didnot

want her opinion on any of the wedding plans for that specific
reason. He was associated with this wedding, even though he
w a s thedntain attraction. People would want to remember this
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day and he didndot want pink t
He considered the irony that ¢
She was bothered by the | ace
idea but the seamstress liked it so he allowed it. He thought it was
odd that Sue would be offended by something so uniquely
feminine.

He glanced at Justin who was chuckling beside him.

ol candt believe youdre ac
whisperedd | never thought [18d see

oTry not to act so obvious

0Sorry. I g ot t. Bdmething tellsgne i n
Sue wondt wamt 6a ring this

OA big diamond is a status

OPerhagpdsbitthestone who has |

oMaybe youdd Ii ke to trade
to know her so well .6

ol |l ove my wife, thank you
her for anyone. 0

o] :

He sighed and glanced arou
sat a great agpany of people. Her family sat in proper attire up
front and looked relieved that she was finally getting married. He
liked her family. She had her mother and three brothers sitting up
front. But her friends were a mixture of people from the low to
the high end of the economic ladder. Mr. Walker hesitated on
knowing where to sit but he finally followed his wife to her side of
the aisle. He was surprised and delighted that so many wealthy
women had indeed led their husbands to her side. He never
imagned a woman could be so resourceful, even if she was hard
to get along with. Apparently, she was a good friend to someone
out there. On his side of the aisle were all wealthy members of
the city. He tried to ignore Jennifer who insisted on sobbing
loud y into her handkerchi ef . S
chance to snag his money. At least he had the consolation that
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Sue wasndot in this for her be
this was a great sacrifice on her part.

0 T he b rlavedweth mesbutil told her to stay true to
Mr . Mitchell , 6 he overheard ol
hi m. 0She better not try to r

He c¢cl osed his eyes and col
burst out laughing. As if York evedhachance compared to
him.

0Straighdenragpdy, Gukustin w

He cleared his throat and stood at attention as the music
began to play. He tried to hide his pleasure at the sight of her.
Her hair fell in soft curls around her should@ise sides of her
hair were neatly pulled back by two light blue ribbons to match
the ribbon on her bouquet. Her veil did little to hide her natural
beauty. He noted that she managed to get rid of the lace on the
dress. The upset seamstress standirgetside of the room
made him realize how she acco
help but grin. He liked the dress better without the lace anyway.
The dress was simple yet elegant in appearance. It had long
sleeves and a square neckline. The diarokidee accentuated
her slender neck and her dangling diamond earrings enhanced he
fine cheekbones. The dress was modestly cut but with her
amazing figure, it coul dnot h
down to her ankles and her white shoes with loiwerfs etched
on them completed the lookhe is breathtaking.

Justin | et out a | ow whist/|
with you. o

Jake wanted to respond but

Everyone stood in honor of the bride. As she walked
down the aislwith her proud father who favored his left leg, Jake
was aware that people were commenting on how beautiful she
looked. He was too busy staring at her to enjoy the fact that he
had succeeded in impressing them. He was aware that he wa
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slightly shakintike a nervous schoolboy ready to ask his favorite
girl if he could court her.

0Cl ose your mout h. Youodr ¢
quietly said.

He immediately straightened up and closed his mouth. He
ried to take his elyBEvenlJdenhifer o f
idndt come close to matching

As soon as she stood in front of him, the spell was broken
for she was glaring at him. He sigh&b much for a romantic
wedding.

OWho gives this woman to b
asked.

obdo, 6 her father proudly r e

Though she was supposed t
intentionally ignored it when he extended his hand to her. Not to
be dissuaded in front of an audience, he held her by the elbow
instead and smiled as if nothing was biotpdim. Did it really
pain her to marry hi m? Wa s n
York?

He turned to the Preacher as the group of people sat back
down. She refused to look at him. Instead, she stared straight a
the preacher as he proceeded witlténemony. Jake was ready
to pull away from her in response but decided it would be more
fun to mess with her a bit, so he took a step closer to her. Since
her sistein-law and sister stood to the other side of her, she
coul dndot get away from him.

He progressed smoothly through his vows but when it was
her turn, she hesitated.

t
d

oUh. .. 6 she stammered.

00h go ahead and marry hi
yell ed out. o0Dondt go hol di ng
i fe. o

Several people chuckled.
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OEev, 6 she muttered wunder hi
the preacher.

Finally it was time to gi Ve
her disappointment when she saw it.

0Told you, 6 Justin whispere

Jake simply smiled and slipped it on her finger.

ol nroomopunce you man and Wwi
oOYou may kiss the bride. o

He lifted the veil and was struckttilae would wear so
little makeup and still look stunningshe rég does have simple but
excellenta st e . Sheds hg eseemnhgr newowartrobe.
He already knew he would be assigning Mrs. Parker and her tean
of seamstresses with a new wardrobe. This time he would have tc
| et Sue talk to her about w h
whether to be relieved or annoyed. Hegvbsad s he wa ¢
all the flashy and flowery material women seemed to crave but all
his efforts to please her were in vain.

As he bent to kiss her on the lips, she gave a slight turn of
her head so he kissed the ,si de
arendt you full of surprises |
catch her off guard, he wrapped her in his arms and gave her &
long kiss on the mouth. She was too stunned to react in time to
stop him. Several men chuckled and the single womenrasighed
imagining he was kissing them. When Jake let go of her, he sho
her a triumphant look. She looked flustered and then furious.

They turned to the people

present to you Mr. and Mr s. J e
She was reluctard tvalk down the aisle with him so he

gently I ed her by the ar m.

peopl e. Remember, itodés only f

She sighed and started walking with him.

After they were finished, the rest of the people followed
them to thereception where a live orchestra played while the
guests either danced or ate their lunches. They stood to the side
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of the room and shook hands with people who wished to talk
with them.

ol hope your hear't i snot f
York told rer as he held onto her hand.

ol &l | survive, o0 she politel
away but he wouldnoét | et go.

oOYou must go on with your
was a young buck but th
enough to beyou gr andf at her . Take
Hed6s a good boy. o

ol will try.o
o0oYou must, sweetie pie.o
Jake hid his annoyance. H

man York kept slobbering over h@rhe man is a pervist.he
was about to politely inteptuYork, Jennifer came up to him and
put her hand on his arm.

ol am sorry that | didnot
sooner, 0 she cooed. ol never
thing. o6

He tensedHer f at her i s oMéaw tvwe
both know youd6re much too pre
need to | et many men enjoy Yyol

Mr. York finally left and Sue breathed a sigh of relief.

oOWere you actwually in | ov

giggled, turning to Sue.

oOoWhat Hdonk®d BSue bl andly as:s

ol think you did. You have

OHow fitting that such an
someone who t hought Th& ScarletaLetiere |
was a printing shop. 6

Jake coughed t o c otwealize Sue s
had such wit but it pleased him that she did.

ol think I dve just been in
at Jake. OAre you going to | e
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oYes, dear husband. Are y
t o ot herSuepmiotgdly evBndered, staring at him in
interest.

ol agree with my wife. Yo
quickly responded.

Jenni fer gasped. ol canodt
Mr . Leroy that he has a rude ¢
He s hr ug g ecdre what §du dodas lorigtas you

apologize to my wife.o
ol 6d rather eat snake. 0
oWoul dndt that be cannibaldi
She ran off, ready to cry c
Sue sighed. 0l probably jt
He ¢ huc k!l eudkidding? 0 Phat evas yworth it.

Jenni ferds father isndt that i

was, |l woul dndot | et his daught
oOReall y?6

He noted that she seemed touched by his confession. He

gri nned ayt Wher people insulRyels thely insult me. |
take it personally. o
0OAs rude as she is, she is
complain to her father. Sheos
OBut you insist that Geor ge
o0No. Heds up to something.

He followed her gaze and saw George talking with a few
of the guests. From where he stood, George seemed to be
engaged in innocent conversation. He wondered what it was that
Sue saw but he didnot.

o0oCongratul ations, sis, 6 Tre

oHave ylow mett umyy family?06 s

Jake shook his head. ONot
this?¢

ol d&m Trevor . I 61 | be eigtl
man. O
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